
by Kim 
Bonvissuto

Students from 
Westlake 
High School 

and Lee Burneson 
Middle School sci-
ence classes spent 
the day recently 
as scientists and 
astronauts during 
NASA’s 22nd Annual 
Young Astronaut 
Day at the Glenn 
Research Center in 
Cleveland.
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Re-enactors 
bring Civil War 
stories to life

major Don van Wert, a re-enactor of 
the 105th ohio volunteer infantry, 
discussed the regiment’s actions in 
the Civil War during the Bay village 
Historical society’s november potluck.

 » see AstRonAuts 
page 2
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by KAy LAugHLin

It was standing room only at the Novem-
ber potluck of the Bay Village Historical 
Society.
Upon entering the Community House, 

members were transported back to the 
Civil War in 1862. Lining the doorway were 
seven 105th Ohio Volunteer Infantry soldiers 
welcoming us to the potluck and program. 
The tables were festive with flowers of fall 
colors and small pictures of Ohio heroines. 
Thanksgiving dinner was set on a large table 
in front of the fireplace.

Draped across the wall as if hung on 
a clothes line were Tom Gorgas’s Civil War 
flags representing the Union and the Con-
federate troops. Civil War rifles were stacked 
in the corners of the room. 

 » see CiviL WAR page 2

So this is 
Christmas
by meL mAuReR

My favorite Christ-
mas song, nar-
rowly edging out 

“The Little Drummer Boy,” is 
“Happy Xmas (War Is Over),” 
written and performed by 
John Lennon.

I love those first words of 
the song – “So this is Christ-
mas.” They speak to me, not 
of gifts, parties, trees and 
dinners, but of that magic 
moment when, sometime in 
the midst of that special day’s 
chaos, we feel the love and 
joy – ah, so this is Christmas!

In his short song Lennon 
reaches out to everyone: 
“The near and the dear ones, 
the old and the young … for 
weak and for strong, for rich 
and for poor ones … for black 
and for white, for yellow and 
red ones” – adding a timely 
message for us now – “let’s 
stop all the fight.”

Lennon could have 
never written and would 
never have sung “White 
Christmas,” as beautiful as 
it is. The songs however are 
related with one dreaming of 
Christmas Day and the other 
experiencing it, at least for a 
moment.

In his song, Lennon 
finally – after what is always 
described as a difficult child-
hood from a broken home 
and then his mother dying 
while he was a child – seems 
to come to understand and 
feel Christmas. And feeling 
it shares it with the world 
– passing it on as hope for 
those who still don’t know 
what it’s all about.

Within the simple song 
Lennon wishes us, “A very 
merry Christmas and a 
happy New Year,” adding, 
“Let’s hope it’s a good one, 
without any fear.” I hope you 
hear his song this year.

So for us, this is Christ-
mas 2014 with all that 
means in gatherings of 
family and friends. I wish 
you a blessed, joy-filled 
Christmas – one with that 
special moment that makes 

everything 
worthwhile. 
All the best 
for New Year 
2015 too! 

Westlake’s young astronauts

Thanks for a great year!
As 2014 comes to a close with the Observer’s last issue of the year,       

we offer a most heartfelt appreciation for the hundreds of volunteers who 
have helped create, edit and distribute the community’s newspaper over 
the last 12 months. We are also grateful to our civic-minded advertisers, 

whose financial support makes each issue possible. 
And of course, to the many thousands of readers who make 
the Observer the most popular newspaper in our community.

Happy holidays, Westlake and Bay Village. See you in 2015!

A special moment with Santa
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nAsA astronaut stephanie Wilson helps LBms seventh-
graders stephanie Randar and Lauren Paulson work on a 
balloon propulsion project during young Astronaut Day.
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two-year-old Reece van Almen gets a personal greeting from santa Claus, who 
arrived at the Bay village Community House after touring the city in a fire truck 
on Dec. 7. Reece was among the hundreds of children at the Cahoon Christmas 
event, which featured kids’ crafts, civic groups selling baked goods and gifts, the 
Bay High Choraleers, a gingerbread house contest, a reading of “twas the night 
Before Christmas” and the lighting of the city’s tree. see more photos on page 17.
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The traveling Civil War trunk from 
the Lakewood Historical Society was on 
display along with memorabilia from 
Rose Hill and Tom Phillip’s Civil War rifle. 
Two authentic period quilts were shared 
by Sharon Morton depicting typical fab-
rics and designs used during this era.

The program was titled “Ohio’s 
Unsung Heroines, Women in the Civil 
War.” Cathie Clager and Rita Wolansky, 
the speakers, narrated a sophisticated 
software program of sight, sound and 
motion to bring alive the stories about 
the ladies of Ohio who became active 
participants in the war.

One of the ladies, Dr. Mary Edwards 
Walker, was an American feminist, abo-
litionist, alleged spy, prisoner of war 
and surgeon with the 52nd Ohio Infan-
try. She is currently the only woman to 
ever receive the Congressional Medal 
of Honor for Merito-
rious Service. There 
were only 28 surgeons 
for the entire army in 
April 1861.

Another Ohio 
native was Mary Ann 
Bickerdyke. Mary Ann 
attended Oberlin Col-
lege before the war. 
Her exploits as a nurse 
made her beloved by 
the common soldier 
and respected by 
the likes of Ulysses 
S. Grant and William 
Tecumseh Sherman, 

both of whom allowed her free rein to 
do whatever she deemed necessary to 
secure adequate care for the Union sol-
diers.

The fighting McCooks of Carrollton, 
Ohio, are another story. Major Daniel 
and Mrs. McCook had nine sons. All but 
one went off to war. Her suffering was 
very real as so many of her boys and her 
husband died during the conflict leaving 
her at home to tend the farm with one 
son. We learned it wasn’t easy for those 
left behind at home.

The 105th OVI re-enactors mingled 
with the crowd and sat with the mem-
bers during dinner. Major Don Van Wert 
gave a talk about the Ohio regiment 
and what being a re-enactor means. We 
learned about the meaning of wearing 
the Masonic square and compass on 
their waist coat on the battlefield. We 
learned that if one man died from battle 
wounds, two died of disease. There were 
425 deaths per day and 620,000 men 
died in the Civil War. 

Citizens participate 
in writing, editing, 

photographing and delivering this newspaper. 

      The Westlake | Bay Village Observer 
is a hyperlocal community newspaper 
and website written by,  for and about 
the residents of  Westlake and Bay Village,  
providing perspectives and information 
about topics and events in our community. 
The mission of the Westlake | Bay Village 
Observer is to inform, involve and energize 
the community through citizen participation 
of the 600+ community volunteers.
      The views and opinions expressed in this 
publication do not necessarily reflect the 
views and opinions of the Westlake | Bay 
Village Observer staff.

Observer Guidelines
      Want to submit an article to the Observer? 
We’d love to hear from you! Here are some 
guidelines to keep in mind when writing for 
the Observer:
•	Anyone who lives or works in Westlake or Bay 

Village is encouraged to contribute. 
•	Aim for 300-500 word articles. 
•	Photos should be jpegs & a minimum of  2 

megabytes in size. 
•	Submit original stories and photos. Don’t 

copy others’ work and remember to credit 
your sources.

•	Review our Observer FAQs on our website at: 
wbvobserver.com

•	Ask questions! We’re here to help you at every 
step along the way. Don’t hesitate to come 
to us for advice or help with topics,  content 
or the submission process. Staff contact 
information is listed below.

To join in, sign up through the Member Center 
at wbvobserver.com/members to submit your 
stories, photos and events.          All content 
should be submitted through the Member 
Center, not by email.

Letters to the editor (max. 300 words) may be 
sent to tara@wbvobserver.com. Please include 
full contact information. 
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ASTRONAUTS           
from front page

CIVIL WAR          
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105th ohio volunteer infantry re-enactors greet Donna Bockwich of north olmsted as 
she enters the Community House for the historical society’s potluck dinner and program.

105th Ohio Volunteer Infantry soldiers
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Westlake’s 25 students from WHS 
Honors physical science classes and 
LBMS general science classes were 
among the more than 350 students from 
27 Northeast Ohio schools who worked 
in teams on STEM (science, technology, 
engineering, mathematics) activities 
demonstrating their logic and problem-
solving skills through hands-on projects. 
Activities included Commander Mis-
sions of Rocket Balloon Propulsion, Laser 
Communications, Rover Entry Aero Drag 
and Rover Traction Robots.

The program opened with a keynote 
address by Stephanie D. Wilson, a Har-
vard University graduate, engineer and 
astronaut, who shared her story.

“The students and adults were 
inspired as Wilson explained her fasci-
nating journey from childhood dreams 
and aspirations to three International 
Space State shuttles and numerous 
accomplishments with her fellow crew 
members,” said WHS gifted specialist 
Anne Dill.

Students also participated in NASA’s 
community service project by donating 
canned goods to be used for the NASA 
“Canstruction” team building project. 
Students worked together to build a pixel 

wall depicting the famous Buzz Aldrin 
photo of the lunar lander in his visor. This 
year marks the 45th anniversary of the 
Apollo 11 moon landing. Thousands of 
cans were then donated to the Cleveland 
Food Bank for the Thanksgiving holiday.

 Westlake student participants were: 
Mitchell Cusick, Jacob Eddy, Akshya 
Dhinakaran, Evan Gallagher, Richard 
Garber, Ella Gray, Nate Gray, Christopher 
Haddad, Rebekah Hardy, Connor Harte, 
Amy Hizian, Talya Jeter, Alec Kaiser, Rafi 
Melikian, Esther Park, Lauren Paulson, 
Connor Reis, Chad Sargent, Marty Schae-
fer, Adam Schordock, Meghana Tandon, 
Stephanie Randar, Talia Zheng, Terry 
Zheng and Angela Zhu. 

Civil War photos and patriotic 
decorations festooned the tables 
at the Community House for the 
Bay village Historical society’s 
november program.

PLEASE PROOFREAD.
 WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2013 WBVO

Visit the Clague House Museum
westlakeohiohistory.org

1371 Clague Road • Info: 440-808-1961

                Wishing you a 

  Happy 
 Holiday
       Season

Ray the Lamp Guy

Lifelong Bay resident • Retired school bus driver

440-871-4389
 Lamp Repair - Reasonable Rates
“I can repair your lamps for the Holidays”

FLOOR LAMPS, TABLE LAMPS,
DESK LAMPS, WALL SCONCES

Greenisland 
Irish Restaurant & Pub
Warm, friendly atmosphere
Great food, Irish beer on tap
Open at 11:30am Mon.-Sat.
25517 Eaton Way (off Columbia Rd.)  
Bay Village   •   440-250-9086
Holiday Gift Certificates Available

Take your company to the next level. 
Through our Consulting Services for Startups, 
Growing Businesses and Non-Profits.

440.363.5800  www.parkeastgroupinc.com
1991 Crocker Road, Suite 600, Westlake

Type:  Century  Goth icAchieve 
More. 
On Time. 
On Budget.
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Your Birth,
          Your Way

a t  S t .  John  Med ica l  Center

S T J O H N M E D I C A L C E N T E R . N E T

The birth of a baby is a precious time and a joyous event, and our Family Birth 
Center is here to guide and support new mothers every step of the way. 
With our “Your Birth, Your Way” program, we offer options plus a healthy dose 
of pampering to make this a wonderful and personalized experience for you, 
your baby and your family. 

From a traditional delivery to a natural birth in our Holistic Birthing Center, we 
offer a variety of choices combined with comprehensive, compassionate care. 

Whatever you choose, you can be assured that you and your newborn will be 
cared for by an experienced, caring team of obstetricians, midwives, pediatricians 
and nurses who always keep your safety and comfort in mind. For a tour of our 
Family Birth Center call 440-827-5093 or for a copy of our “Your Birth, Your Way” 
brochure, call 440-827-5148.

Consumer reports health care recognition for 
quality excellence:

  

Follow Us!
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Same-day appointments available.  
Call 866.733.6363. clevelandclinic.org/regional
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Make sure your healthcare plan includes Cleveland Clinic.

Today, the best  
are ready to care  

for you at  
Fairview Hospital.

Today, top-ranked care is available in your neighborhood  
at Fairview Hospital, a Cleveland Clinic hospital.  

Call today for an appointment today and experience  
care that U.S. News & World Report ranked  
best in the region for all these specialties:

Cardiology & Heart Surgery 
Cancer 
Diabetes & Endocrinology 
Gastroenterology & GI Surgery 
Neurology & Neurosurgery

Geriatrics 
Nephrology 
Orthopedics 
Pulmonology 
Urology

4074-06 CCWR_8 Pic_West_USNews_4.625x15.25-99.indd   1 9/25/14   3:59 PM

27100 Knickerbocker Road, Bay Village   |   (440) 871-3234   |   KnickerbockerApartments.us

 62 & Older
 Pet Friendly
 Efficiencies & 1 Bedrooms
 Senior Transportation Available
 Independent Living
 Resident Activities
 Affordable Shopping Nearby
 On-Site Eliza Jennings Health Clinic

24 Hour Emergency Service     Live-In Manager

Rent Includes: All Utilities & Senior Cable

by JeAn smitH

For the third year now the West-
lake Garden Club has decorated 
a holiday tree for the lobby of 

Westlake Porter Public Library. On 
Sunday, Nov. 30, the lobby was abuzz 
with garden club members, boxes and 
bags of ornaments, ladders and curi-
ous visitors to the library. 

The theme this year is A Child’s 
Christmas and is quite evident by 
the many, many toy-type ornaments. 
One of our members supplied many 
of the ornaments from her personal 
collection and committee members 
brought other ornaments to complete 
the tree. There was a period of con-
cern when the middle section lights were not lit, but eventually that problem 
was solved and the ornaments went on.

The primary color on the tree is red with other seasonal colors of green, 
white and gold, and finished off with real candy canes. Please stop by the library 
sometime this month and enjoy the garden club’s creativity and contribution to the 
holiday season. Garden club members are very proud of this year’s tree and trust 
the community will also appreciate the holiday spirit it adds to the library lobby. 

A tree shines in Porter Library
WestLAke GArden CLub

by neLson BLount

“Blue Christmas” is the theme 
for the month of December 
at CrossPointe Community 

in Westlake. When the theme is shared, 
people look puzzled because that’s not 
the typical theme for the Christmas 
season. But the theme is one that 
many people experience including 
myself, the pastor at CrossPointe. How 
can it be?

I experienced the loss of my dad 
at age 8. My sister and I were raised by 
my mom. There was a lot of pain in my 
life as well as my sister’s; too much to 
share in this article. Suffice to say life 
was full of lemons. Whether the loss of 
a parent, the challenge of divorce, lost 
friend, bullying, a parent who was there 
but wasn’t there ... there are numerous 
reasons for not really celebrating the 
season but feeling some measure of a 
Blue Christmas.

So at CrossPointe we will give 
attention to four challenges people face 

at this time of year: grief, depression, 
rejection and loneliness. The genuine 
feelings we deal with are something 
to express and not to stuff again and 
again. Along with the melancholy 
songs we hear on the radio and in the 
mall we find our feelings compounded 
by events and experiences which are 
intended to be joyful but for some of us 
magnify our feelings of pain.

The reason for the theme at 
CrossPointe is to address the needs of 
people in our communities who may 
not be “into church” or “religious.” We 
are a church for those who aren’t into 
church and a place for those who are 
not religious; as I often say, “I’m not into 
religion either.” Jesus is the reason for 
the season but it’s about a relationship 
and not about “hoop jumping” or living 
a code of ethics. It’s all about the heart.

You are invited to hear how you 
can manage your Blue Christmas at 
CrossPointe Community, 1800 Colum-
bia Road, at 10:30 a.m. each Sunday and 
6 p.m. on Christmas Eve. 

fAith & sPirituALity

feeling blue this Christmas?
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Merry Kittymas To All
Poetry

by LoRi ALDRiCH

‘twas the night before Kittymas
When all through the house  
Not a creature was stirring,  

Not even the mouse. 

the kitties were snuggled  
And snuggly in their beds,  

While visions of homemade cat treats  
Danced in their heads. 

their stockings were hung  
By the water bowls with care,  

In hope that Santa Paws  
Soon would be there. 

Out on the rooftop  
there arose such a snarling,  

I knew Santa Paws  
Was having trouble landing. 

I leaped on the sofa,  
Stuck my nose to the curtain.  

“there he is!” I meowed
“It is him, I’m certain.” 

What to my deep blue eyes  
Should appear,  

But Santa Paws himself  
In his kitty sled with the reindeer behind. 

he squeezed and meowed till he was a purple cat  
when finally through the kitty door he went,  

then he stopped and smelled the air  
As he picked up a scent. 

the fresh-baked cat treats we left him  
Were by the kitchen table. 
the kitties had baked them  
and still warm to the touch. 

he went about his work  
With never a meow,  
Filling the stockings  

With cat toys piled high. 

he waved at us   
With his mittened paw.  
Although I was hiding,  

‘twas my little nose he saw. 

Out the kitty door he went  
In oh such a scamper,  

Jumped on his cat sled  
And yelled out, tUNA 

the eight reindeer team  
Were raring to go.  

they hated prancing  
in the snow. 

I could hear him meowing
As he flew out of sight   
“Merry Kittymas to all!

And to all a good cat nap!” 

PLEASE PROOFREAD. WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2014 WBVO

440.333.5395officialfitnesspro.com

Official Fitness Pro

OFP
Personal Training Practice

OFP specializes in providing 
personal training services 
to individuals with special 

limitations or concerns relating 
to fitness or performance.

Give the gift of fitness

Purchase an OFP 
gift cerificate

Purchase an OFP 
gift certificate

Don’t forget to 
put me on your 
Christmas list!
Treat your pet to our

at-home pet care.

HOT DIGGITY DOG, INC.
• Professional Pet Care Services

• Personal In-Home Care For Your Pets

440-871-9245
Bonded & Insured

www.hotdiggitydogusa.com
Proud to be part of the Bay Village Community

by LesLie seLig

The seniors at the Bay Vil-
lage Dwyer Center were 
welcomed with tail wags 

and dog “smiles” when certified 
therapy dog Tikka visited the center 
on Dec. 1. Tikka’s owner, Christina 
Spaetzel, discussed the training, 
testing, and many requirements 
a dog and its owner must accom-
plish in order to become a certified 
Therapy and Crisis Response Dog. 
She also explained the comfort 
these animals provide for people 
who are ill, stressed and/or in crisis, 
whether working with victims or 
emergency response workers. 

Tikka and Christina are members of PAWS and 
Pet Partners, and visit patients at Fairview Hospital 
regularly. Tikka, a one-and-a-half-year-old rescued 

black lab, will take her Crisis Response test in March. 
She and her owner might then be deployed to assist 
in an emergency situation anywhere in the country. 
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therapy dog tikka, with owner Christina spaetzel, models the 
goggles she must wear to protect her eyes in a crisis situation. 
she also has boots to protect her paws.

therapy dog 
visits dwyer 
Center

bAy viLLAGe Community serviCes

by JeAn smitH

Thanksgiving is over and now the fun begins. Just 
around the corner is Christmas and shopping, 
wrapping, baking, writing cards, entertaining, 

etc. – whew, I am tired already! Sometimes we push 
ourselves to the limit trying to create that perfect Cur-
rier and Ives or Dickens holiday. 

As many of you know, with age comes wisdom. At 
some point in time, we realize there is no such thing 
as the “perfect” holiday. Someone or something always 
seems to pop up to spoil it. So how do we avoid ruining 
our holidays and keeping peace in the family? Good 
planning and letting go of those ideas of a picture-
perfect day – and, keeping things simple. 

Let your sister-in-law bring the green beans (even 
though you think yours are better). Buy a frozen pie 
if you do not have time to bake one from scratch. Try 
to hold on to the traditions that are really special to 
you – then create some new ones of your own. In the 
age of ultra-commercialism, we feel that we must buy, 
buy, buy – especially at Christmas. What do we buy 
for everyone? Sometimes I feel like I have spent good 

money and time buying something that the recipient 
did not like, or would never use.    

I like to receive a gift as much anyone, but at some 
point in your life, do you really need another sweater 
or scarf? I most appreciate receiving and giving a gift 
that is hand-made, but understand that everyone is 
not creative in that way. I recently read an article about 
what to give someone who has everything. The writer 
suggested that these people still have to eat, so food is 
often a great gift.

One year, my son made several different kinds 
of soup and gave everyone two containers of soup, a 
soup bowl and soup spoon – what a thoughtful and 
tasty gift, and every time I use my soup bowl, I think of 
him. For someone who likes to cook or bake, you can 
put together a basket or bag of products and utensils. 

I am a member of the Westlake Garden Club and 
we have learned at our fundraiser luncheons that raffle 
baskets with wine are the most popular. Many people I 
know (including myself), would love a gift of different 
wines, crackers, cheese and other accompaniments.

I am running out of space, so I will wrap this up 
by saying, try to simplify your holidays and remember 
why you celebrate Christmas. Also to help keep the 
stress level down, get some exercise, meet friends for 
lunch and laugh a lot, and don’t feel that you have to 
buy that perfect gift or adhere to any “picture-perfect” 
idea of the holiday. Just enjoy spending time with those 
people you love. 

I wish peace, love and joy to you and yours this 
holiday season. 

Keep the holidays 
happy and stress-free

reAder’s oPinion
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Poetry

by CARoL JAnovsKy

Many church Sunday schools
have Christmas programs every year.
Family members gathered to see
their pride and joy perform fearlessly.

When I was five my kindergarten class
Did the carol “Away in a Manger.”
I was chosen to sing the song.
the other kids had motions to go along.

Before I went to sing my song
My Daddy talked to me:
“Be sure to sing loud so all can hear”
For once I listened carefully.

then I saw him sitting near the back
And I called out to him:
“Daddy did I sing loud enough?”
the congregation laughed and that was 
tough.

Poor Daddy was so embarrassed
he forgot where he was sitting
he lit a cigarette (this was 1936)
And started smoking there in church!

Merry Christmas Daddy

Youth Challenge honors  
top teen volunteers
by KAtHy RigDon

The Youth Challenge Dance 
and Drama program will 
kick off the season with a 

Holiday Show on Dec. 14 at Magni-
ficat High School’s Performing Arts 
Center. The event will also include 
a Volunteer Recognition to honor 
the year’s top teen volunteers.

Youth Challenge offers free, 
year-round programs to over 160 
participants throughout the Great-
er Cleveland area. The participants 
are children with such disabilities 
as muscular dystrophy, cerebral 
palsy, spina bifida, and hearing or 
vision impairments. Transporta-
tion to and from programs is also 
provided at no charge. 

Dance and Drama is one of 
350 programs that Youth Challenge 
offers each year thanks to the help 
of over 400 teen volunteers who 
gave over 10,500 hours of service. 
The teen volunteers are trained to 
work with children with physical 
disabilities and are paired one-
on-one with participants at each 
program.

Special recognition will be 
given to volunteers who have 
reached the levels of 25, 50 and 100 
hours in 2014. Teens who reached 
the milestones of 100, 250 and 500 
hours of cumulative service to 
Youth Challenge will be honored 
as well.

The top 10 Youth Challenge 
teen volunteers of 2014 are: Kendra 
Cundiff, junior, St. Joseph Acad-
emy, 256 hours; Zac Alberty, junior, 
North Olmsted HS, 234 hours; 
Olivia Rivard, junior, St. Joseph 
Academy, 195.5 hours; Maya Cun-
diff, sophomore, St. Joseph Acad-
emy, 187 hours; Summer Ohman, 
freshman, Fairview High School, 
158 hours; Halle Mackert, senior, 
Westlake High School, 128 hours; 
Teresa DePace, senior, Valley Forge 
High School, 123 hours; Bill Bis, 
freshman, Miami University (West-
lake HS grad), 116 hours; Nick 
Morris, senior, St. Edward High 
School, 115 hours; Marisa Francis, 
freshman, Gallaudet University 
(Lakewood HS grad), 107 hours.

“Our teen volunteers are half 
of our mission and are truly what 
make Youth Challenge possible,” 
said Sarah Perez-Stable, Director 
of Volunteer Services. “The energy, 
joy, fun and friendship they bring 
to their partners makes an incred-
ible difference in the lives of our 
participants and we can’t thank 
them enough.”

The Holiday Show and Volun-
teer Recognition is Sunday, Dec. 14, 
2-5 p.m. at the Magnificat Perform-
ing Arts Center, 20770 Hilliard Blvd. 
in Rocky River. For more informa-
tion, visit www.youthchallenges-
ports.com or call 440-892-1001. 

PLEASE PROOF READ FOR ACCURACY
Ad artwork ©2014 Westlake | Bay Village Observer, all rights reserved. 
Unauthorized copying, reproduction or alteration prohibited.

C&M Landscaping
Weekly lawn mowing

Fall clean ups
Residential/commercial 

snow plowing 
Fully insured 

Call today for a free estimate
440-781-3864

LEPRECHAUNLEPRECHAUN
LOCO HOUR EVERY DAY! 
11:00 am - 7 pm : $1.50 Drafts 
$2 Bottles • $2.50 Well Drinks

Best Corned Beef and Burgers In Town!

24545 CENTER RIDGE RD. (between Clague & Columbia Rd.) 440-250-LOCO (5626)

10% OFF 
Your Check
Dine-In Only. Not valid with other 

coupons or discounted items. 
Expires Jan. 6, 2015 (WBO)

Mexican Monday $1.25 Beef Tacos 
$2 chicken Tacos,  $2.50 Fish Tacos

Tuesday $6 Half Pound classic Burger 
Wednesday chicken Paprikash Lunch 

$5.99 dinner $7.99

THursday Jumbo Wings 59 cents
Friday Fish Fry Lake erie Perch

Handmade Pierogies
saT./sun. Penne Pasta $6.99

CHEF OPERATED KITCHEN - Open Everyday til 2am

PLAN YOUR HOLIDAY PARTY HERE

by Denise AyRes

The Compeer Program at Far West 
Center is celebrating its 25th year of 
offering compassion, friendship and 

ending isolation for individuals managing 
recovery from mental illness. In 1989 Far West 
Center began the Compeer Program which is 
an affiliate of the international organization 
Compeer Inc. headquartered in Rochester, 
New York. Compeer at Far West Center is one 
of over 60 Compeer affiliates throughout 11 
states, Australia and Canada.

Our program has its home base on the 
health campus of St. John Medical Center. 
Starting in Westlake and radiating throughout 
Cuyahoga County, our program has brought 
hope and a sense of belonging to a countless 
number of adults diagnosed with mental illness. 

Compeer at Far West Center has had the 
good fortune of having a great number of 
giving people that have shared their time and 
compassion serving as volunteer mentors. 
We have volunteers that have been with Com-
peer since 1989. The majority of volunteers 
chose to stay in our program for many years.

There are some common reasons such 
as the friendships that began as mentoring 
become real friendships that benefit both 
the members and the volunteers. Volunteers 
see the growing hope and increasing con-
fidence of the individuals with which they 
are matched that came as a result of their 
volunteer services. There is also the active 
social events schedule that offers monthly 
ways to connect to community places while 
having fun. 

What do Compeer friendship matches 

do together? I certainly do not have enough 
space to list everything! Our current program 
matches are getting together to play games, 
have coffee, walk dogs, see movies, discuss 
the Bible, relax at meditative retreats, see 
sporting events, visit galleries and museums, 
enjoy local concerts and plays, find budget-
friendly places to shop or dine, pick apples, 
ride a hay wagon and roast marshmallows, 
and many more uplifting activities. The goal 
of each match is friendship. The other ben-
efits are experiencing new places, meeting 
people and laughter! Did I yet mention that 
each individual Compeer Match makes their 
own time schedule? 

Through the years Compeer has been 
an active part of the Westlake and Bay Vil-
lage communities. The Bay Village Green 
Team welcomed Compeer to take part in the 
launch of their Community Garden. Compeer 
is volunteering at the Book Nook at Westlake 
Porter Public Library, the Lutheran Home at 
Concord Reserve, and the Gardens at West-
lake. Compeer volunteered at the North Coast 
Challenge event held at St. John Medical 
Center.   

Compeer will be celebrating 25 years of 
friendship at our Holiday Party this Decem-
ber. Our program gives a big heartfelt thank 
you to St. Ladislas, Bob Hertl, and Carol 
Taylor for donating the best hall to hold a 
Compeer Party. Among our guests will be 
many recovery success stories and regained 
confidence made possible by compassion 
and friendship.

Be part of Compeer at Far West Center in 
2015! Call Denise and Holly at 440-835-6212, 
ext. 242. 

Compeer celebrates 25 years of 
compassion and friendship

by sHARon FeDoR

Christmas is an invitation for 
closed hearts to open, for 
darkness to merge with radi-

ant light, for given gifts to last a lifetime 
and beyond, for the heart to become 
the superstar, for the child within to 
become the triumphant King.

Unity Spiritual Center of Westlake 
will celebrate this Christmas in a three-
fold way: preparing for Christ’s sacred 
birth with four Sundays of Advent, 
celebrating the sacred birth on Christ-
mas Eve with a 7 p.m. Candlelighting 
Service, and releasing the old while 
maintaining the spirit of the sacred 
birth with a Burning Bowl/White Stone 
Service on Sunday, Dec. 28.

How do we truly prepare for 
the Christ child to be the king of our 
hearts? The four Sundays of Advent, 

started on Sunday, Nov. 30, guide us 
to an awareness, and full and deep 
expression of faith, peace, love, and 
joy. The first Sunday of Advent focused 
on faith. The second Sunday, Dec. 7, 
focused on peace. Sunday, Dec. 14’s 
focus is love – “The unconditional love 
of Christ lives in me.” Sunday, Dec. 21, 
finds the focus on joy – “In God’s pres-
ence, I experience a new life, filled with 
joy and everlasting peace.”

The Christmas Eve Candlelight-
ing Service will be moving, personal 
and meditative, as we are invited to 
understand and empathize more 
deeply with the lives of Jesus, Mary 
and Joseph. Their story is our story, as 
we transform from the small self into 
the expanded self. The Twelve Lights of 
Bethlehem Candlelighting Service will 
illumine the sanctuary as your candle 
joins other candles and strengthens 

the light. The 12 lights link to the 12 
powers of humankind as they unfold 
the Christmas story.

On Sunday, Dec. 28, the Burn-
ing Bowl and White Stone Ceremony, 
laden with symbolism, allows time 
for reflection – where you have been, 
where you are, where you wish to go. 
Joy and relief come with the feeling 
of freedom when releasing concerns, 
feelings, thoughts, and ideas that no 
longer serve you. This day is set aside, 
not to make a list of resolutions, but in 
a word or two, to describe the changes 
you wish to make.

Come join us for the peace that 
passes all understanding at Unity 
Spiritual Center, 23855 Detroit Road. 
Sunday services are at 9  and 11 a.m. All 
are welcome. No “blue-light specials” 
or price slashes found here, but gifts 
for the heart will be plentiful. 

Christmas without a price tag
fAith & sPirituALity

BECOME AN 
OBSERVER
Do you have an interesting 
news story or a fun photo from 
the community? Join over 700 
Observer members and share it 
with the Westlake/Bay community 
at: wbvobserver.com/members.
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by RJ JoHnson, pastor of Advent Westlake

The Santa Letter was a magical thing when I was a child. 
The rule that he had set at my house was you could 
ask Santa for one thing. That meant you had to be very 

careful to make sure it was the one thing you most wanted. No 
one would ask for a new coat, or a sweater. That was the kind 
of stuff your parents or grandparents would get you. That was 
the stuff you needed, not the stuff you wanted. The Santa Letter 
had to request that one toy that would make your life complete.

For this reason, my parents had to make a rule that no 
one could go downstairs to see what 
Santa brought before six o’clock 
on Christmas morning. “It’s 
a big night for Santa,” they 
explained. “He might not be 
done before six o’clock.”

I remember the year the Santa 
Letter failed. When my mother asked 
me what I was going to ask Santa to 
bring, I said, “The Imperial Walker.”

“I don’t know,” she said, “the 
Imperial Walker is pretty expensive. 
Santa might not be able to afford it.” 

“That doesn’t matter with 
Santa,” I said with great certainty. “He doesn’t buy the toys. 
His elves make the toys.” 

My logic was impeccable. I could not believe my mother 
did not understand how things worked. 

“With all of the children in the world, sometimes Santa’s 
elves just don’t have time,” she said. “So sometimes he has to 
buy the presents.” 

That explained why some of the toys Santa brought said 
they were made in Japan instead of the North Pole. A lot more 
things were made in Japan then than now. That Christmas, 
Santa had to buy my present. It was not the Imperial Walker. 

My children have not had the benefit of the Santa Letter. 
Santa made a different set of rules in our home. Santa just 
brings whatever he feels like bringing. He usually brings candy, 
gum, small puzzles and favorite snack. Santa also always brings 
my children socks. He is a lot less cool now than he was when 
I was a child. 

This did not stop my children from wanting to get up 
before six o’clock to see what Santa brought. Socks and candy 
were just as exciting as anything else. Fortunately, Santa did 
not change the six o’clock rule. Maybe it is still a busy night 
for him, or maybe he took pity on a priest who had a service 
at ten o’clock on Christmas Eve. In either case, he still brings 
me what I want. 

santa, then and now
FAMILY OBSERVAtIONS

An imperial Walker 
from the “star Wars” 
movies

by JeFF Bing

One thing is for sure about Cleveland sports 
fans: they love their trivia. Because of 
that, every couple of years or so, I run an 

annual “Test your sports IQ” challenge. The great 
thing about this is: even if you’re not really into 
sports, anyone can play. Of course, you’ll probably 
embarrass yourself, but it’s not like I can stop you 
or anything. That being said, the correct answers 
will be revealed at the end of the quiz, and I – at 
no additional charge  – will assess your knowledge 
(or lack thereof) of Cleveland sports. Sound fun? 
You bet, Bucco. Let the games begin …

1. The Cavs’ trio of LeBron James, Kyrie Irving 
and Kevin Love are often referred to as:

A. The Big Three
C. The Three Amigos
D. The Three Stooges
E. The Four Horsemen
B. The Big Mistake

2. Who is the oldest betwixt the following 
personalities?

A. Jason Giambi
B. Moses Cleveland
3. What does “betwixt” mean?
D. Can I borrow your eraser?
E. Amos Moses

3. Who is the bigger crook amongst the 
following?

A. Jimmy Dimora
B. Jimmy Haslam
C. Jimmy Crack Corn
D. And I don’t care…
F. When you say “bigger,” is that in a literal  

 or figurative sense?

4. If you could wish for something to disappear, 
what would it be?

A. The Browns’ record since 1999
B. The Indians’ record since the Dolans  

 took ownership
C. The Cavs’ record without LeBron
D. The Cavs’ record even with LeBron
E. This column, especially its author.

5. A recent survey found that Cleveland fans 
regard the following as their most important 
sports priority:

A. Bringing back Bernie Kosar in an   
 administrative capacity

B. Bringing back Bernie Kosar in a non- 
 administrative capacity

C. Bringing back Bernie Kosar as a TV   
 commentator.

D.Bringing back Bernie Kosar as   
 quarterback of the Browns.

E. Hiring Jim Brown or Ray Rice as special  
 teams “hitting” coach.

6. What is former Dallas Cowboys defensive 
end Ed “Too Tall” Jones’ nickname?

A. “Shorty”
B. “Two Tall”
C. “To Tall”
D. “Two pence”
E. Phone a friend

7. If the movement to ban Chief Wahoo as 
the icon of all things Cleveland Indian is 
successful, what would you consider to be a 
logical icon replacement?

A. Terry Francona riding his scooter.
B. Terry Francona riding your scooter.
C. Ray Rice putting a choke hold on Chief  

 Wahoo
D. Mr. “Brohio” himself, Nick Swisher,   

 putting a choke hold on the Dolan bank  
 account.

E. Paul Dolan giving the Johnny Manziel  
 “money” sign.

8. Let’s suppose Jimmy Haslam lost the Browns 
due to his alleged Pilot Flying J misdeeds. If he 
served time in the pokey, what would be his 
best career choice upon his release?

A. Politician
B. TV repairman
C. Ed FitzGerald’s (latest) campaign   

 manager
D. Replacing Montel Williams as the   

 Money Mutual spokesperson.
E. Replacing Miss Cleo on the Psychic   

 Hotline.

Bzzzzt! Okay, time’s up; pencils down. The 
answer code is as follows: 1. G; 2. 7; 3. I forgot 
the question; 4. See answer “F”; 5. 30 or 31, 
except February, which has 28; 6. What?; 7. The 
Washington Redskins logo, as soon as they pitch 
it; 8. New “Sporting Views” writer for the Observer. 
Now, award yourself 1 point for each correct 
answer.

So how’d you do? If you got 9 or more points, 
you have a future as a CPA. If you got 5-8 points, 
you know your Cleveland sports. If you got less 
than 5, you need to spend more time reading the 
Observer, and less time keeping up with the Kar-
dashians. 

Which reminds me: Anyone who partook in 
this quiz has been gifted a one-year subscription 
to the Observer. All you have to do is visit any of 
the hundreds of establishments which carry this 
fine paper, pick up the latest issue, and say to the 
clerk at the counter, “Jeff sent me.” 

Not to worry: the puzzled look on the clerk’s 
face is simply a “coded” acknowledgement of 
Jeff’s generosity. Hey, it’s what I do this time 
of year.

Which brings me to my final thought: Have 
a wonderful holiday season, and a blessed New 
Year. 

SPORtING VIEWS

Test your sports IQ

by DiAnne BoRoWsKi

The scent of pine, col-
orful holiday lights, 
a glowing yule log ... 

these are some of the reasons 
I love Christmas. A creche 
with the infant, Jesus, always 
has a prominent place in my 
home during this time. A 
tabletop artificial tree now 
replaces the tall live firs of the 
past. Some things do change. 
The base of my hutch is lined 
with cotton and covered with 
tiny lights. Angels hang from 
the knobs above. I’m search-
ing for just the right empty 
wine bottle to hold a string 
of miniature lights. The bottle 
must be green.

Christmas means family 
to me. Gathering together 

to share food and exchange 
presents and Christmas mem-
ories are important to me. 
Attending a religious service 
with family emphasizes the 
“reason for the season.” As I 
count the days until Christ-
mas and my family is together 
once more I enjoy reflecting 
on Christmases past and won-
dering if today’s children are 
as excited about the season as 
I was as a little girl.

Please remember the less 
fortunate, the ill and lonely 
during the coming days. 
Take time to connect with 
those you rarely see. Smile 
at a stranger, visit someone 
who lives alone, drop extra 
change into the red bucket 
and, above all, be happy. 
Merry Christmas to all. 

‘tis the season
ONE SENIOR’S OPINION

by KAtHeRine HARPeR

Clague Playhouse, 1371 Clague Road in West-
lake, will hold auditions on Dec. 9 and 10 
for “One Slight Hitch.” This smart, modern 

farce from comedian Lewis Black is a wild and oddly 
romantic trip down dysfunctional lane. Life is rolling 
along for Doc and Delia Coleman as they plan to 
throw their eldest daughter the plush wedding they 
never had – at which point her ex shows up.

Director Fred Gloor seeks actors to play three 

male characters (two in their early 30s and one 
50s-60s) and four females (one age 16, two 20s-
30s, one 50s-60s).

Auditions will take place at Clague Play-
house on Tuesday, Dec. 9, and Wednesday, Dec. 
10, at 7:30 p.m. Please bring an audition photo 
and résumé and be prepared to do cold readings 
from the script. A perusal script is available at the 
box office for a $10 deposit. The production will 
take place March 6-29 on Thursdays, Fridays and 
Saturdays at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2 p.m.

If you have questions, please contact Clague’s 
box office at 440-331-0403 and/or leave a message 
for the director. Box office hours are Wednesday 
through Saturday from 1-6 p.m. 

Auditions held for  
‘One Slight Hitch’
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senior LivinG

The Normandy Apartments offers a range of 
spacious, modern floor plans with a rich menu 
of amenities, personal care plans and a la carte 
services. Engage in activities, dine tastefully and 
enjoy our private campus. The Normandy gives 
you options to live life as you choose.

Age with integrity and gain the support you 
need at The Normandy Care Center. Our 
leading rehabilitation and residential care facility 
earned a five-star rating from Medicare.gov. 
We support your social, physical, cognitive and 
emotional needs. Arthur’s Place Memory Care 
Center is the only facility of its kind in Ohio.

Simplify life, gain freedom and enjoy  
the support you need at every stage. 

Live Effortlessly Live Comfortably

The Normandy Senior Living is a family owned and operated business that shares your values.  
Our serene campus gives you choice and independence—a continuum of care you can depend on. 

Visit The Normandy 
Talk to our residents, meet our staff and take a tour of our serene campus. You’ll see why life happens here! 

440-333-5401 • thenormandy.com

22701 Lake Road • Rocky River, OH 44116

440-333-5400 • thenormandy.com

22709 Lake Road • Rocky River, OH 44116

by LyDiA gADD

Ring in the New Year early 
on Wednesday, Dec. 31, 
starting at 10 a.m. with a 

Tropical Island theme! Tom Todd 
will entertain us Jimmy Buffet-
style with island music as well as 
some classics. Lunch, served at 
11:30 a.m., will also be tropical-
themed. Cost is $7; RSVP and 
payment are required by Dec. 22. 
Don your favorite Hawaiian shirt 
and dust off that Parrot-Head hat 
and let’s party! We will have door 
prizes and a non-alcoholic toast 
at noon to welcome 2015.

If one of your New Year’s Res-
olutions is to try something new, 
come to our Newcomers Meeting 
on Wednesday, Jan. 7. If you aren’t 
new to the Westlake Center for 
Community Services, then bring 
someone who is! This event is at 

10 a.m. and is an informal intro-
duction to our many opportu-
nities, programs and services. 
Receive a tour of the facility and 
meet the staff. We hope that this 
will encourage you to make new 
friends and keep coming back! 
Light refreshments will be avail-
able. This free event is open to 
everyone 50 and older. Reserva-
tions are required by Jan. 5.

Another way to try something 
new is to take a class in Zentangle. 
Zentangle is a form of doodling 
that is meditative, creative and 
relaxing. It is easy to learn and a 
fun way to create beautiful images 
by drawing structured patterns. 
It is also shown to improve your 
focus and sense of well-being. 
Debbie Wang, one of our talent-
ed and creative staff, will be your 
instructor. These free classes will 
be offered on Tuesdays, Jan. 6,13, 

and 20, at 10 a.m. Reservations 
are required by Jan. 2.

Beginning in 2015, the 
Stroke/Parkinson’s Support 
Group will meet at a new time. 
The group, which meets the first 
Monday of the month, will now 
start at 1:30 p.m. This informa-
tive group is open to any person 
or caregiver who is challenged 
with a neurological condition 
such as stroke or Parkinson’s 
disease. You do not need to 
be 50-plus to attend and the 
group is free. The group is run 
in partnership with the St. John 
Medical Center. The speaker for 
the Monday, Jan. 5, meeting is 
Rachana Patel, a pharmacist 
from St. John who will discuss 
the drugs commonly used to 
treat these neurological condi-
tions and answer your ques-
tions. Reservations are required 
by Dec. 31.

To make reservations, or 
for more information on these 
events, please call 440-899-
3544. 

the staff at the Westlake Center for Community services are looking forward to fun 
programs in 2015.

upcoming events at the Westlake Center for Community services
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of Bay Village 
and Westlake

the observer 
takes pride in  

the community 
... and the 

community takes 
pride in the 
observer.
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For more information or to register,  
visit www.straightfromtheheartevent.org  

or call 216.476.7061.

1 $100,000 Cash
2 Volvo S60 T5  

Sport Sedan*, 
 arranged by 

Westside Automotive Group 

3 Mazda CX-9*,
 arranged by 

Westside Automotive Group 

4 $10,000 Cash
5 Harley-Davidson 

Sportster Motorcycle 
883 Iron*, 

 arranged by 
Lake Erie Harley-Davidson

6 7-night European 
Mediterranean Cruise 
for two 

7 $5,000 Cash 
8 7-night all inclusive 

trip for two to 
Cancun, Mexico,  
donated by Drs. E. Dean and 
Nariman Nukta 

9 7-day trip for two  
to Hawaii

10 Diamond Bracelet, 
arranged by Rivchun Jewelers

11 $3,000 Cash
12 Fur Jacket, 

arranged by Fur Allure

13 7-night Caribbean 
Cruise for two

14 Diamond Double  
Halo Necklace, 
arranged by Rivchun Jewelers

15 5-day trip for two to 
California Wine Country

16 $2,000 Cash
17 5-day trip for four to 

Walt Disney World
18 $2,000 Cash
19 3-night trip for two to 

San Antonio River Walk
20 Weekend Getaway for 

two to New York City
21 3-night trip for two to 

Las Vegas
22 7-night stay for two in 

Hilton Head, room 
accommodations only

23 $1,500 Cash
24 Treadmill and 

Workout Essentials,  
arranged by Specialty  
Fitness Equipment

25 His/Hers Movado 
Watches,  
arranged by Rivchun Jewelers

26 Stock your Cellar with 
100 assorted Wines, 
arranged by  
Rozi’s Wine House 

27 $1,000 Cash
28 $1,000 Travel Voucher
29 Weekend Getaway for 

two to Chicago
30 $1,000 Cash
31 $1,000 Grocery Spree
32 $1,000 Cash
33 50” Television
34 $500 Gas Card
35 50 Bottles of Wine, 

arranged by  
Rozi’s Wine House

36 Day at the Spa for two, 
donated by Charles Scott 
Salon & Day Spas

37 Hewlett Packard 
Notebook

38 $250 Gas Card
39 Panasonic Wireless 

Sound System
40 Samsung Galaxy Tablet

*Cash options available for 2, 3, and 5, at 
75% of prize value

 All trips arranged by Independence 
Travel

 All electronics arranged by CompSource

Saturday,  
February 14, 2015

All proceeds to benefit the  
Cardiovascular Services at Fairview,  
Lakewood and Lutheran Hospitals.

Early Bird Raffles:  
Two $1,000 Winners

The first raffle will be drawn  
from entries received  

by December 12, 2014.

The second raffle will be drawn  
from entries received  

by January 16, 2015.

All early bird winners will be eligible  

for prizes to be drawn at the event.

Raffle tickets can  
be purchased for  

$100 each or 3 for $200.

Win $100,000 or 
one of 39 other 
great prizes.

Celebrating 11 years strong!

Looking for quality, affordable dental care?

David J. LaSalvia, DDS, Inc.
General Dentist Providing Family & Cosmetic Services

440-871-8588 
26600 Detroit Road, Westlake • www.drdavecares.com

We are pleased to have 
Dr. Christopher Ryba 

join our practice. 
Offering exceptional care for 

you and your family. 
Call us for an 

appointment today.
 Dr. David J. LaSalvia        Dr. Christopher Ryba

by AuDRey RAy

Have you ever spoken out about 
something you wanted to 
change? Last spring I wrote an 

article about the points system used at 
Bay Middle School – the BEP system – 
because I thought it needed to change. 
(To view the article, visit wbvobserver.
com and click Columns, Musings from 
the Middle.)

This was my first experience with 
a controversial article, and I wasn’t pre-
pared for the responses. I received a lot of 
different feedback because of the differ-
ent views of people at the middle school 
on the BEP system. I didn’t know how to 
react to this feedback, so I decided to take 
a break from writing for the Observer.

The good news is that my article 
made a difference for the middle school. 
The BEP system is gone for the pres-
ent sixth-graders at the middle school. 
Now, the system focuses on the positive 
instead of the negative, and I’m glad 

that I made a difference for the sixth-
graders this year and for years to come. 
I hope the teachers and students like the 
change.

The article also made a difference 
for me. I would like to thank my sixth-
grade teachers Mrs. Prewitt, Mrs. Beck, 
Mrs. Guinter, and especially Mr. Kevesdy. 
I felt overwhelmed with the reaction to 
my BEP article, and I really appreciate all 
their support. I also would like to thank 
Miss Tara Wendell for all of her help and 
for encouraging me to write again.

As I look toward 2015, I’m hoping to 
continue writing articles for the Observer 
again. As I reflect on this year, I wish I 
hadn’t let my controversial article stop 
me from writing, but I know I’ve learned 
a lot from it. If I ever write on a difficult 
topic again, I’ll be prepared.  I am deter-
mined to not let the reactions stop me 
from writing.

I can’t wait for the fresh start this 
New Year for me as a person and a writer. 
Happy Holidays to everyone! 

Writing Controversy
MUSINGS FROM thE MIDDLE

by DiAne FRye

‘Twas the night after Christmas 
… and it’s time to throw off 
your ‘kerchief or cap and get 

out of the house to enjoy some rock 
‘n’ roll.

Spending time with family and 
friends during the holidays can be 
merry and bright and jingly and jolly, 
but let’s face it, all that preparation for 
the big day can leave you very stressed 
out. What better way to let your hair 
down after the Christmas rush, than a 
night out (or two) at a local watering 
hole to listen to some live rock ‘n’ roll 
for a good cause.

On Friday, Dec. 26, Iced Cherry will 
be performing at Vosh in Lakewood for a 
special show to benefit the Village Proj-
ect. Guest bartenders will be available 
from 6-8:30 p.m. with the band show 
starting at 9 p.m. The ticket price of $25 
includes rockin’ food like meatballs, 
sheet pizzas, wings, a cheese board and 

soft drinks. Admission to Vosh ($5) is 
extra, and valet parking is free. 

Vosh is located at 1414 Riverside 
Drive. Guests may pay at the door on the 
evening of the fundraiser or go to the 
Village Project website to buy tickets in 
advance: ourvillageproject.com.

On Saturday, Dec. 27, the fun is at 
Around the Corner at 18606 Detroit Ave., 
Lakewood. On that evening, Ralph’s 
Basement will perform, with proceeds 
helping to further Village Project’s work 
of providing meals and extended care to 
local families experiencing cancer. In 
addition to supporting Village Project, 
your $25 donation will get you music, 
food and beer. Doors open at 7 p.m., 
with beer from 7-10 p.m., food from 
8-10 p.m. and music from 8-11 p.m. A 
50/50 raffle and incredible silent auc-
tion items will also be available that 
evening.

On behalf of Village Project, 
Happy Christmas to all, and to all a 
good night! 

Jingle bell rock: two nights of 
music to benefit village Project
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by tAK sAto

Coming home after meeting fellow 
WBVO columnist RJ Johnson (he pens 
the “Family Observations” column) 

over caffeine-infused geek talk, I made a bee-
line to my mailbox in front of the house as I 
was expecting a book for the long Thanksgiv-
ing weekend starting the following day.

Flipping through the stack of letters, I 
noticed an airmail addressed to me. It was 
posted through “Royal Mail” which I guessed 
was England’s equivalent of our United States 
Postal Service but who did I know in the UK? 
As they say, “curiosity killed the cat” and this 
cat, yours truly, couldn’t wait to find out ...

Although there are many studies on the 
actual number of spam emails, i.e. unso-
licited bulk emails that fill your mailbox in 
the digital world, most studies agree that 
upwards of 75 percent of all the emails tra-
versing the internet at any given time are 
spam emails!

As a self-proclaimed geek, a maestro 
living at the convergence of the real and digi-
tal worlds, I’ve seen them all. Spam emails, 
just like the unsolicited bulk mailings that 
clog our mailboxes in the real world, can 
be anything from benign to malignant; the 
latter may contain computer trickeries that 
can result in unsolicited malware infections 
slowing down your computer, stealing your 
information or even rendering your comput-
er inoperable until ransom payment is made.

Although scammers operated their 
fraudulent activities way before the dawn 
of the internet using the postal service and 
telephones, internet has made it that much 
easier to reach potential victims – in terms 
of both cost and the sheer number of victims 
they can reach simultaneously.

Given the above misuse of the internet, 
imagine my surprise when I opened the air-
mail only to find the now-familiar scam email 
message on real paper. A scammer actually 
paid for an airmail stamp to get this letter 
to me!

Although there are various iterations of 
this scam, the basic premise is that you are 
the next-of-kin and the sole heir to a fortune; 
they just need you to write back and it’s all 
yours!

Most of us who use email know that this 
is a scam. We don’t open these emails and 
chances are great that we don’t even see them 
come into our inbox as most email systems 
send them directly to the spam/junk folder.

However if you know friends or family 
members who are not using email or are 
novices to the digital world, it may be ben-
eficial to warn them of a new type of scam 
that crossed over into the real world. 

As one of the most disruptive innova-
tions of the 20th century, internet brought, 
and continues to bring, benefits. Yet appli-
cation of common sense such as “if it is too 
good to be true, it probably is” goes a long 
way in both worlds! 

holdmyhand@geekwithaheart.com
www.geekwithaheart.com

440.454.6042

Tak Sato
Technology & Business Strategist

Your local provider for all 
your technology needs…
Students - Families - Seniors 

Small Businesses - Non-Profits

Call for your complimentary needs assessment!

thE DIGItAL WORLD

if it is too good to be true ...

by KAtHy Luengo

Turning over a new leaf and staying the course throughout the year 
requires a high level of commitment and dedication. Kudos to area 
residents who have not only kept their 2014 New Year’s resolutions 

but are about to embark on those they set for 2015! 
Chances are, they’re way ahead of many of their neighbors who may 

still be coming to terms with this year’s leaves, either literally or figuratively!
Wayne and Garth (of “Wayne’s World” fame, not well-known country 

singers) may speak for area “non-resolvers” by inimitably proclaiming, 
“we’re not worthy, we’re not worthy,” in lauding those who merit praise 
for their accomplishments.

If this sounds flippant, it’s anything but! Those who set positive goals 
and stick to them should be considered as role models!

Practically speaking, how many Westlakers or Bayites even give resolu-
tions a thought until late December with the perennial arrival of the media’s 
tongue-in-cheek resolution recommendations?

Perhaps it’s because “goals” imply a much firmer commitment than 
“resolutions,” which are beginning to resemble wishful thinking. If you 
agree, perhaps you’re among those who credit FranklinCovey, producer 
of personal planners and management training systems, for raising goal-
setting to an art form.

Resolutions may also be placing a distant second to goals because, 
according to word on the street, they’re “meant to be broken!”

While some locals find themselves battling the urge to drag themselves 
to a gym, (but find they feel better once they do,) extra-motivated area 
residents may now sport new-fangled devices such as digital pedometers 
that monitor activity and other healthful habits that rank high on any 
remaining resolution lists. They can run, but they can’t hide!

What do you think? Are resolutions passé? The jury’s still out!
Here comes the big reveal: The original concept for this writing was to 

impart some resolutions for community living, that is, until resolutions were 
seen in a different light, that of being well-mean-
ing, but increasingly hackneyed and short-lived.

So, instead, here are some random remark-
able reminders that summarize startlingly simple 
but superb “recommendations” previously pro-
claimed in this publication throughout the year:

Don’t jaywalk, do use crosswalks, avoid plat-
form shoes and stilettos, dress for the weather, 
observe the rules of the road, cover your mouth 
and turn away from others when sneezing and 
coughing, wash your hands often, be considerate 
to others, pay taxes on time, enjoy the natural 
beauty of each season, expand your horizons, 
learn from other cultures, don’t litter, don’t fret, 
stop and “smell the roses,” clean boots and 
winter wear in the spring (outerwear pockets 
hold many surprises), winterize, don’t “sweat the 
small stuff,” be of good humor, be happy, be well, 
be a good citizen and thank a veteran.

They’re simple as promised and addressed 
for good reason: Westlake and Bay Village are 
great communities in which to live AND you’re 
a vital part of the community ... as are we all! OK, 
maybe just one little resolution: to keep up the 
good work and continue to make our cities even 
better in 2015 and beyond! It’s a win-win!  

Happy New Year! 

Any reservations about 
resolutions?

humor
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CELEBRATE. 
HONOR. 
REMEMBER.
This time of year, we often take time to celebrate life 
and make memories with loved ones. It’s also a time to 
honor and remember those who have died. Grief is a 
natural and necessary process, but it can be one of the 
most difficult experiences we face in life. Hospice of 
the Western Reserve can help. Our Elisabeth Severance 
Prentiss Bereavement Center is here for anyone who has 
experienced a loss through death— even if you haven’t 
directly received our hospice services. Attend a group, 
explore online grief discussions, download resources, 
reach out to us and choose the hospice of choice. 

Learn more at hospicewr.org/grief-loss.

800.707.8922 | hospicewr.org

Enroll now!
Lowest college tuition in Northeast Ohio

Easily transfer your credits to  
a four-year university

www.tri-c.edu
216-987-6000

Westshore Campus 
31001 Clemens Road | Westlake, OH 44145

Westshore @ Corporate College West 
25425 Center Ridge Road | Westlake, OH 44145

14-4631

For more information:

by JAmes CHiLton, Annie 
DAvenPoRt, JAmes FoWLes, 
PAtRiCK LeHAne, Finn 
meADoWs, mAeve RAnsom 
and iAin RAy

We are seven fourth-
graders from Westerly 
Elementary School who 

are interested in helping homeless 
people from the Greater Cleveland 
Family Promise shelter that are 
moving to their new homes. We are 
doing a donation drive to collect 
supplies for bedrooms, bathrooms 
and kitchens. The supplies can be 
slightly worn, and they don’t have 

to be new. 
The donation box is at Bay 

Village Library, 502 Cahoon Road, 
and is next to the display case. The 
donation drive will be held from 
now until Sunday, Jan. 4. After Jan. 
4, we will be delivering the supplies 
to two families’ new homes.

Here are some of the needs 
of the homeless families: kitchen 
utensils, plates, bowls, comforters, 
towels, bed sheets, wastebaskets, 
soaps, and cleaning supplies, etc. 
Please contact us at jempipa@
gmail.com for more information. 

We hope you are as excited 
about this as we are! 

Donation drive for 
Cleveland Family Promise

Westerly fourth-graders are organizing a donation drive for 
homeless families.

Bay resident named to national 
campaign finance study committee
by ConDA BoyD

Are corporations people? Is money 
speech? Should there be limits on 
how much I can contribute to a 

candidate? On how much you can give to 
an interest group? Is the need to fund cam-
paigns diverting our public servants’ atten-
tion from good government?

To answer these questions and more, 
Susan Murnane, Bay League of Women Voters 
(LWV) Chapter and LWV-Greater Cleveland 
board member, has been named to the 
national League of Women Voters’ Money 
in Politics Committee. This committee is 
charged with considering “the rights of indi-
viduals and organizations, under the First 
Amendment, to express their political views 
through independent expenditures and the 
finance of election campaign activities.”

You already know that the LWV is a 
nonpartisan organization, and that we edu-
cate voters through our Voters’ Guides and 
candidate forums. You probably know that 
we also register voters and, once registered, 
encourage them to vote. But did you know 
that we also work to influence public policy?

Every two years, the League’s national 
convention votes on which issues are most 
critical to our American way of life. A team of 
members is appointed to study these issues 
in depth. Their results are presented to local 
Leagues all over the country, and starting 
from these grass roots, we develop the posi-
tions that guide our advocacy.

With only 10 members competitively 

selected from a national pool of scholars and 
legal experts, it is a distinct honor for Susan 
and indeed for Ohio to be included on the 
committee. Susan is a published legal his-
torian who has taught courses in American 
history, legal history and taxation.

Previously, as an assistant United States 
Attorney and in private practice, she special-
ized in white collar civil and criminal tax liti-
gation. Her book, “Bankruptcy in an Indus-
trial Society: A History of the Bankruptcy 
Court for the Northern District of Ohio,” was 
released by Akron University Press on Nov. 
19 and is available for purchase through the 
Western Reserve Historical Society. In her 
spare time, she goes ballroom dancing. 

Bay village resident susan murnane 
is among 10 nationally recognized 
scholars and legal experts to be 
selected for a League of Women voters 
committee on money in politics.
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The holiday season has arrived, a time for 
rejoicing, connecting with loved ones and 
creating memories that will last a lifetime. 
For the Observer’s annual last-issue-of-
the-year feature, Mrs. Martha Fisher of 

Westerly Elementary School in Bay Village and 
Mrs. Pam DeAnna of Bassett Elementary School 
in Westlake asked their third-grade students 
to share favorite family traditions. Their varied 
responses recall special moments throughout 
the year, from Easter to the Fourth of July to Eid 
to Chanukah to Christmas. These are some of 
their letters, visit wbvobserver.com to see more.

My Christmas 
Tradition 

We cut down our tree 
each year. Our family 

has gone to Wilcox Tree Farm 
to cut down our Christmas tree 
every year since I was a baby. My 
parents make us a big breakfast 
before we leave. My dad gets his saw 
and we all pile in the car to go find the perfect 
tree. Our family rides on their tractor to take us 
out to the trees. If we are lucky there will be snow 
on the ground so my brother and I can have a 
snowball fight! Some years my brother finds a 
tree and some years I find a tree but we never 
leave without a tree. Sometimes we struggle to 
get it in the door and some years we have to cut 
the top because it is too tall. Once we finally get 
it in, our dad takes a nap and my brother, my 
mom and I put on ornaments and candy canes 
and lights! I like to eat the candy canes but I also 
like to see the ornaments I made and have got 
from the past. I do this every year and I LOVE IT!!

by Aaron B., Westerly

Thanksgiving Traditions

On Thanksgiving, my cousins and I play 
a Disney game called Scene It. We play 

it right after dinner. We have turkey, biscuits, 
mashed potatoes, gravy, apple pie, ham, and 
pumpkin bread. The kids sit at the table in the 
kitchen and the adults sit in the dining room. 

We have the same teams every 
year for Scene It. We have 

Thanksgiving at my house. 
We also watch college and 
pro football while we drink 

hot chocolate and play a 
board game or a card game. I 

make a poster that says Happy Thanksgiving 
and write everybody’s name. This is how I spend 
my Thanksgiving holiday with my whole family. 

by Jackson M., Bassett

My Muslim Celebration

Eid is a holiday for Muslims and it is after we 
fast for 30 days. We eat special food and we 

get lots of gifts and a ten dollar bill sometimes. 
We get to go to mosque and pray on Fridays. 
We have to wear long sleeves on Eid. We also 
celebrate Ramadan, a holiday for Muslims. We 
don’t eat or drink anything for 20 hours and at 
ten o’clock at night we eat and we also some-
times eat before the sun comes up. We fast for 
30 days. Ramadan shows our love of God.

by Lynn A., Westerly 

My Danish Christmas 
Traditions

In my family we have a 
Danish Christmas. We 

have elves that move into 
our house. They come on 
December 1st and leave on 
Christmas Day. The elves in 
our house are boys and girls, 2 girls and 2 boys. 
One of the girls and boys sit on the mantle and 
the other elves lay by the Christmas calendars. 
Christmas calendars are sewn and they have 
little rings. Every day the elves leave small pres-
ents. In the winter it’s not so hard to wake up 
because I can’t wait to see the presents!

by Camilla S., Westerly

My Family Tradition

My traditions are on Easter. On Easter, my 
family gets up and we find our baskets. 

We do the hot and cold clue game. When we eat 
pancakes and sausages, you can hear 
my family talking to one another. 
We open our baskets while 
we eat. After we are 
done eating, I open my 
toys and other stuff. In 
the afternoon, I eat my 
candy and sometimes I 
eat it in the morning, but just the pieces that 
spill out of my plastic Easter eggs. Of course, I 
do not go to school! Thank you for listening to 
my Easter traditions!

by Aubrie G., Bassett

Making Gingerbread 
Houses

After Thanksgiving 
four people includ-

ing me, my cousin 
Devon, my sister Saman-
tha, and my other cousin 
Kyra decorate some gingerbread houses. We 
use gumballs, icing and candy. I do it every year 
three days after Thanksgiving. It is fun doing 
it every year. I do two, my sister does two, and 
Devon does one. There are five gingerbread 
houses altogether. I make icing into icicles and 
Samantha makes a gummy gumball path. Yum! 
The gingerbread houses are not edible. I smell 
ginger and sugar! I hear talking and yelling. I 
love the taste of gum drops. I touch the icing and 
see sugar and candy on the gingerbread houses. 
I loved writing this story for you!

by Kaitlyn J., Bassett

My Holiday Traditions 

Every Chanukah my mama makes hot 
latkes. All of my family comes over for a 

big Chanukah dinner with latkes. We light the 
candles on the menorah. There are 8 candles 
and the 8th candle is the one that helps lights 
the other ones. My family lights them together. 
My sister and I get gelt. Gelt is a chocolate coin 
but we never get to eat our gelt before dinner. 

We open presents every night 
during Chanukah. We sing 
songs with my family and we 
say prayers on Chanukah.

by Gabrielle C., Westerly   

My Lovely 
Christmas Eve

On Christmas Eve my family 
goes to my Aunt Debbie’s 

house. I see my cousins and we 
get matching pajamas. We eat snow 
ball cookies. They are cookies with wal-
nuts. We eat brownies and sing songs in her 
music room and I play the piano. For dinner 
we have spinach quiche, grapes, and mac and 
cheese. The kids play house up in my cousin’s 
mom’s old room when she was a kid. Then we 
ride up and down the steps. The stairs go in 
circles and we slide on our bottoms down the 
stairs. Next we change into our matching PJs. 
Finally we open presents and we play with our 
new toys. All of us write letters to Santa and put 
them in my aunt’s special mailbox. We go home 
and I say,  “Hi,” to Jingle, my Elf on the Shelf, and 
go to bed dreaming about the wonderful day 
that is coming.

by Lulu V., Westerly

Breakfast at Bob Evans

My tradition is that every year I go out for 
breakfast to Bob Evans on Eid. I always 

hear everybody talking at the same time and 
they make me go crazy. I also see waiters serv-
ing food to children who are starv-
ing. Every time I go to Bob Evans, 
I order smiley fries, pancakes, and 
tasty fruit. The pancakes feel moist 
with the maple syrup on them. I can 
always smell my delicious smiley fries 
in the waiter’s hands. I love smiley fries! 
The fruit I order always tastes the yummi-
est. When I eat breakfast at Bob Evans, it is so 
fun. That’s what I do as a tradition! 

by Deema A., Bassett

Secret Sisters

Every year for Christmas we have secret sis-
ters because we have four girls in our family. 

Secret sisters is when you buy a gift for one of 
your sisters and you can’t tell anyone who you 
have. This year I have Abby. My sister Claire 
makes cookies and says “I’ll give you all the 
cookies if you tell me who you have for a secret 
sister.” The other sisters don’t care who has who. 
They just worry about the gifts that they have to 
get for their secret sister. Every time when I go 
down the stairs to the basement, my sisters are 
yelling “what do you have!?” so they can try to 

guess who I have with the pres-
ent. But, of course, guess who 

might just be down there? 
MY SISTER ABBY!! And of 
course, she’s asking what I 
have so she can know who 

I have! But then she goes 
upstairs and mom comes down 

and wraps the presents. But after all the asking 
and begging to know, everyone gets what they 
wanted. But it’s not over yet! Someone has to 
have my dog and do you know what that means? 
More SECRETS! So one person has to get TWO 
presents. And that’s the end of the secrets for this 
year but just wait until next year!! 

by Emma L., Westerly

Westlake and Bay Village students share their favorite traditions
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Christmas Day

Hi, I’m talking about my favorite holiday. 
Christmas is my favorite holiday, anyway, 

let’s get to the story. It was the night before 
Christmas, and all was well. Saint Nick was deliv-
ering presents all over the world. I couldn’t sleep 
then all of a sudden, I heard a creak. I thought 
it must be Santa. Next morning was amazing, 
for breakfast I had ice cream. I could hear my 
heart pounding in joy. I could 
smell fresh food. Best of 
all, I could see presents 
under the tree! I could feel 
the present hopping in my 
hands!

by Thomas S., Bassett

My Holiday Traditions

We have many holiday traditions. First we go 
to Lake Farm Park. We go to Santa’s work-

shop and build toys. We also see lights, watch the 
horse show, and we go on a horse drawn wagon 
ride. Next we have gingerbread house night. 
Two hundred people gather and build ginger-
bread houses. It is at my grandma’s 
church. The event raises money 
for Habitat for Humanity. There 
is a lot of candy to build with 
including coconut, pretzels, frost-
ing, and licorice ropes. Next my broth-
er and I go to my grandma’s house. We frost and 
sprinkle over 150 cookies. After we are done, 
we go see trains at Puritan Nursery. Last we eat 
grandma’s beef stew and biscuits with my dad, 
my mom and the rest of my family. We eat the 
beef stew on Christmas Eve. Our holiday tradi-
tions are very special to me.

by Elise P., Westerly

  Spending Time with My 
Family on the 4th of July

It all started one day when we were leaving 
to go to my grandma’s lake cottage. We start-

ed to pack all kinds of foods like coffee cake, 
chips and lots more and then we packed our 
suitcases. Once we were ready, we all went to 

the bathroom and we set off. After the 
long four-hour drive, it was too late to 
go tubing, so we ate dinner and went 
to bed. During the first three days, we 
went tubing and water skiing. On the 
fourth day, we always make homemade 
ice cream. We got our PJs on and took 

blankets outside to see the fireworks. We ate our 
ice cream and it tasted really good. It felt good in 
my tummy and I was warm sitting on my grand-
ma’s lap. The fireworks above my head were so 
beautiful. I heard loud booms and cracks during 
the grand finale. The air smelled like burned out 
fireworks. I do this every year and that’s what 
makes it a tradition! 

by Megan O., Bassett

Indian Food on 
Christmas Day

I wake up, jump on my sister, and then wake 
up my mom and dad. We all get dressed and 

go downstairs and wait for our family. We all 
open presents and then eat Indian food. We 
watch TV and play with our presents. We have 
Indian food for lunch and we watch more TV. For 
dinner, we all make Indian food and also dessert.

by Ojis B., Bassett

Thanksgiving at Grandma’s

When I get to my grandma’s, I see her get-
ting ready for all of the relatives to come. 

I can hear everybody laughing 
and having fun in the base-
ment. I can taste the turkey 
going into my mouth. Also, I 
taste the yummy, yummy rolls 
Grandma makes. I can smell the 
lamb and bread Grandma puts on the 
counter. Now when everybody is eating and we 
have nothing left to do, it’s time to say goodbye. 
We hug each other and say thank you for coming 
and they leave. That’s my tradition for Thanks-
giving at Grandma’s. Thank you for listening!

by Laurien P., Bassett

Cutting Down My 
Christmas Tree

Do you cut down your tree with your cous-
ins? We do! The day after Thanksgiving, my 

brothers, sisters, cousins and I always cut down 
our Christmas tree. We go to the Pine Tree Barn 
and get a saw and a sled. Then we go to the trees. 
We run around looking for a tree. It always takes 
our family a long time to find a tree we all agree 
on. But when we do, we pull it to the car. Before 
we put it on the car we watch it go through a 
machine that ties a string around it so it will 
stay. Then we have lunch and sometimes have 
dessert. There is also a store there. We hang out 
there and we have to run around the store to 
keep track of our parents. After that we start to 
head toward the exit. The people who tied the 
tree together help us put it on the roof. Then we 
say goodbye. Now I’m excited to start decorating 
our beautiful tree.  

by Evelyn R., Westerly

The Christmas Tradition

On Christmas Day, we always go to my 
cousin’s house on my mom’s 

side of the family. They give us pres-
ents, but we give them presents too 
… so it’s fair. We eat mashed potatoes. 
Sometimes we eat ravioli and we also 
eat chicken, but not like chicken nug-
gets from McDonald’s. It is real chicken 
and it smells, tastes and looks good! Did you 
know potatoes can be cut into French fries with 
skin and no grease and mashed potatoes are 
mashed up with butter and milk? That’s so cool, 
right? Last year, we gave my cousin an electric 
razor scooter!

by Liam W., Bassett

Christmas Eve is Special

On Christmas Eve my brother Ryan and I 
make cookies with Mom. These are special 

cookies just for Santa. I hang up my stock-
ing by the fireplace. Auntie Lisa comes 

over and brings presents to put under 
the tree. Grandpa David brings pres-
ents too! Many other family mem-
bers come over for a big dinner. 

After dinner my whole family goes to 
church. After church we go home and open 

presents. Ryan and I put cookies and milk by the 
fire place for Santa. I go upstairs with Dad and 
read Christmas stories before I go to bed. When I 
wake up I go downstairs and open presents from 
Santa. Santa then goes back to the North Pole to 
start on next year to make it even more special! 

By Nicholas S., Westerly 

A Christmas Celebration

My family has lots of traditions, and I am 
going to talk about Christmas. On Christ-

mas, my family has a huge party at my house. 
All my cousins, aunts and uncles come and it’s 
awesome. I can smell all the food that my dad, 
my mom and I make. My sisters help sometimes, 
but usually they are playing on their devices. 
We make cookies and guacamole and also buy 
a yummy cake. I see my cousins who are always 
running around downstairs in the basement 
or upstairs playing video games. I usually play 
with my cousin Isabella. My favorite thing to 
eat at the party is my mom’s pumpkin cook-
ies. They feel hot, squishy and a little greasy. 
Every year, my mom puts on Christmas music 
for people to listen to. After everybody leaves, 
we take the leftover cookies and leave them out 
for Santa, along with some milk. Then we get 
into our Christmas pajamas, take pictures and 
go to bed. In the morning, I wake up my 
sisters. We’re not allowed to look at 
the presents until my mom and 
dad get ready with the camera. 
My mom takes pictures and we 
open our gifts. That is how I 
spend my Christmas! 

by Ava K., Bassett

What I do for Christmas

Every Christmas we go to my Gramma’s 
house with the family. That’s where Santa 

gives most of the families their gifts. I have a job 
of passing out the gifts. Then one by one each 
member opens their gift. But before Christmas, 
my parents and I get my tree. I always look for-
ward to decorating it. My two favorite ornaments 
are a little truck delivering gifts and a glass icicle. 
Every Christmas brings new memories for me.  

by Nick L., Westerly

Christmas at the Ski Resort

On Christmas night, my family goes to our 
ski condo, in Peek’n Peak. It smells musty. 

I feel very warm. We have dinner as a family. My 
brother wakes me up, then I wake up my mom, 
then my mom wakes up my dad, and we all open 
our presents. We eat cookies, and don’t worry … 
we eat breakfast after we eat cookies. Later we 
go snowboarding. When we are done, we play 
board games. Then we eat dinner and that is the 
end of my story. 

by Michael L., Bassett

My Christmas 
Traditions 

On Christmas Eve I go to 
my Grandma’s and meet 

all my friends and family. When we first get there, 
we get to play inside the house and play games. 
Then my 12 year old cousin comes and we get to 
play more games while we wait for more friends 
and family to get there. Second, when our friends 
and family get there, we always give them a big 
hug and welcome them. Then when they all come 
we usually get to open 1 or 2 presents. After that 
we all eat a very, very tasty ham dinner. After 
dinner we get to open presents! We all get very 
nice presents. I love all the presents that I get on 
Christmas Eve. Next we get to play games and 
talk to each other.  Later we have to go home and 
we say our good byes. Christmas Eve is awesome 
because we get to see friends and family. 

by Alyssa J., Westerly

Westlake and Bay Village students share their favorite traditions
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Even though approximately 5 million people in the United 
States have an abdominal hernia, it’s estimated that only 
about 700,000 of these individuals seek treatment every year.

A hernia is caused by a weakness or tear in the abdominal 
muscles that allows fatty tissue or an organ, such as the 
intestines, to protrude through the muscle tissue. If the defect 
is large enough, abdominal contents such as the bowels may protrude through the 
defect causing a lump or bulge felt by the patient. They usually occur in or around the 
groin, abdomen, navel, or near previous sites of abdominal surgery. “Some hernias 
don’t cause symptoms. But if you are experiencing discomfort and pain, you should 
see your doctor as soon as possible,” says Cathleen Khandelwal, MD, a board-certified 
surgeon at Fairview Hospital. 

“It’s important to repair a hernia, as they will generally increase in size, and become 
increasingly painful and more difficult to treat,” says Dr. Khandelwal. “If you deal 
with it early, your hernia can be repaired at a time that is convenient for you, rather 
than waiting for it to become an emergency situation.” Surgery is the only effective 
treatment for a hernia. 

Hernia surgeries may be performed by an open repair (small incision over the 
herniated area) or by laparoscopic surgery (minimally invasive). Both surgeries are 
considered safe and effective, usually take about an hour and are performed on an 
outpatient basis. “It is best to get a comprehensive evaluation by a board-certified 
surgeon to determine the best surgical procedure for an individual’s specific type of 
hernia,” says Dr. Khandelwal. At Cleveland Clinic, surgeons perform more than 2,100 
hernia repairs each year, from the routine to the most complex cases, at 16 convenient 
locations in Northeast Ohio. Since most surgeries are outpatient, patients are able to 
return to most normal activities in a matter of a few days. 

To make an appointment with Dr. Khandelwal or another Cleveland Clinic general 
surgeon call 440.673.0100.

It’s best to get hernia treatment 
sooner than later. 

Cathleen Khandelwal, MD

Same-day
appointments
216.476.7000

by CALvin HoLLiDAy

On Monday, Dec. 1, both a tribute 
and a celebration took place in 
the council chambers of Bay Vil-

lage City Hall. On this evening, 18 of the 
23 members of the Bay Village Auxiliary 
Police were recognized for their unit’s 
service.

In 1964 the Civil Defense unit, which 
had existed since 1957, was disbanded. 
Someone, their name long ago forgot-
ten, perhaps not even recorded, had the 
brilliant notion of forming the Bay Vil-
lage Auxiliary Police Department. Yes, 
it has been 50 years and the unit is still 
going strong. The members contribute, 
without compensation, many hours to 
their fellow citizens and the police divi-
sion. It takes a special, devoted type of 
person who will voluntarily step forward 
to handle jobs which are always challeng-
ing, infrequently exciting, often tedious, 
and rarely (but sometimes) dangerous.

The number of donated hours 
varies from 1,700 to 2,200 hours per 
year. A very conservative average of 
1,850 hours times 50 years would 
equal 92,500 hours donated since 
the Auxiliary Department’s found-
ing in 1964. At today’s rate of pay for 
a police officer, multiplied by that 
number of hours, equals approximate-
ly $3,006,250 saved by the city by NOT 
having to pay a regular police officer.

The Bay Village Auxiliaries have 
had all types of people: the young 
person hoping to improve their resume 

so they can get hired somewhere as a 
police officer, the retiree, those wishing 
to “give something back”, the house-
wife, the son or daughter of a current or 
former auxiliary, someone who wants 
to get a look “behind the curtain” (is it 
like TV or the movies?), the “wannabe” 
(but I can’t afford to give up my good-

paying day job), likes “lights & sirens” 
from the GOOD side, etc.

This night was to recognize and 
honor the current Bay Village Auxil-
iaries, remember the many who have 
gone before in the organization’s first 
half-century of existence, and pay trib-
ute to the ideals of “service provided 

by the few for the benefit of the many.”
The officers present took a cer-

emonial oath of office in the presence 
of City Council, Bay Village police offi-
cers, family, friends and other guests.

To all those who have served as 
Bay Village Auxiliary Police, we say 
“Job well done!” 

these Bay village auxiliary officers (with the year they joined) were honored at the Dec. 1 City Council meeting: 
(from left, standing) greg tench (2002), Amer Abouhmoud (2014), sgt. Don Landers (1986), Donald Keister (2008), 
matthew Diffenbacher (2014), timothy Hahn (1999), Kevin ortiz (2002), gary Aheimer (2011), James Kettren 
(2002), victoria Dehmalo (2011), sean Derenzo (1992), Dave sisco (1986), Art Brown Jr. (2012), Capt. Paul Hartranft 
(1972), tim Rasgaitis (2014); (from left, kneeling) Police Chief mark spaetzel, sgt. sam ursetti (2001), Police Lt. 
Calvin Holliday, Lt. guy Rosa (1997), Lt. Jeff Hartz (1987). not pictured: mickey Banasiak (2002), Herbert (Curt) 
Brugh (1999), Kris Krulik (2003), Keith stevens (1987), Jack Weir (1989).

Bay Village Auxiliary Police commemorate 50 years of service
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Bay village mayor Debbie sutherland greets auxiliary police sgt. Don 
Landers during the Dec. 1 recognition ceremony at Bay village City Hall.
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The perfect gifts for your favorite pets!
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Starting at
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by WiLLiAm KRAuse

The stone build-
ing on a knoll on 
the south side 

of the street at 30419 
Center Ridge Road (just 
west of Green’s Garage) 
was placed on the Ohio 
Historic Inventory by 
the Cuyahoga County 
Regional Planning Com-
mission in 1987. Some of 
the things that made it 
significant to them was its rock-faced 
ashlar sandstone construction, its low 
hipped roof and cornice line which they 
noted may have been inspired by Greek 
Revival and its hipped-roof, double-pen 
form, which they observe is more of a 
Southern Folk Victorian style.

The county auditor’s records were 
used to place a construction date of 1890 
on the building. This is why to some it 
has been known as the Lorenzo Bement 
house, as he owned much of the prop-
erty in that area around 1890. However, 
in the 2000s, after examining the house, 
local preservation archivist Drew Rolik 
estimated that the construction date was 
much older, more like 1840!

Drew also noted that the building 

has finely tooled rectangular blocks 
of sandstone on all four sides. Neither 
the Lilly Weston house in Westlake nor 
the half-dozen or so existing sandstone 
houses in Avon have this feature. This 
level of detail is typically reserved for the 
most prominent sides of a building.

Considering Drew’s estimated con-
struction date, it is interesting to note 
that the stone portion of Westlake’s Lilly 
Weston house is thought to have been 
constructed in 1844 (based on a property 
split), and both Avon’s hipped-roof stone 
Lewis house, and William Hurst’s Stone 
Eagle Farm are circa 1843. Stone Eagle 
Farm even has “1843” chiseled into the 
parapet of the house. All three homes 
have at least some of the stone blocks 

finished in a similar way.
Because an old stone quarry is 

shown on an 1854 map of Dover, prac-
tically behind 30419 Center Ridge, it is 
interesting to speculate what all of this 
could mean. During the early 19th cen-
tury there were as many as six broth-
ers with the last name Lilly residing in 
Dover Township. The property on which 
30419 Center Ridge is located on was 
first purchased by Jesse Lilly in 1823, 
then sold to his cousins Susan and Rial/
Ryal Holden in 1830, then purchased by 
Jesse’s youngest brother Jonathan S. Lilly 
in 1845. Meanwhile, in 1844, the stone 
portion of the Lilly Weston house was 
constructed for their brother Austin Lilly.  
Jonathan Lilly is listed as both a farmer 
and a carpenter in a U.S. Census, but so 
far none of the brothers were found to be 
stonecutters or masons.

In the words of a number of people 
who have looked at the construction of 
the Lilly Weston house – it is overbuilt. 
Both the thickness of the stone blocks and 
the heft of the 
roof timbers 
are unusual for 
such a small 
house. Also a 
curious thing 
noticed recent-
ly about the 
Lilly Weston 
house is how 
the back wall is 
constructed of 
stone finished 
in three dif-
ferent types of 

techniques, randomly jumbled together, 
as if it was constructed of leftover dressed 
stone.

Could it be that 30419 Center Ridge 
was built as a combination stonecutting 
showroom and dwelling with the fine 
tooling on all four sides to showcase 
the skills of a stonecutter? This could 
explain the two front doors – one for the 
office, one for the dwelling. Was it built 
for Jonathan in 1845 with stone left over 
or rejected from Stone Eagle Farm? Was 
the Lilly Weston house constructed of a 
more random selection of leftovers the 
year before?

By 1848 Austin Lilly had died at age 
60 (after living in Dover for 16 years), by 
1849, Jonathan Lilly was dead at 36 (after 
living in Dover for 13 years) and by 1850 
Jesse Lilly had moved onto Wisconsin 
where he died in 1853 at 67 (after living 
in Dover for 35 years). We know that the 
Lilly family left at least one stone house 
that has survived 170 years and now pos-
sibly a second. 

’Tis the season to shop local’Tis the season to shop local’Tis the season to shop local

A second sandstone Lilly 
House in Westlake?

LoCAL history

this home on Center Ridge Road may have been 
built by the Lilly family as early as 1840.

the 19th-century home at 30419 Center Ridge Road in 
Westlake features finely tooled sandstone on all four sides.
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by miCHAeLA KeKeDy

For parents at Westside Christian Acad-
emy’s recent Family Strong Series 
event, Dr. George Barna gave them 

the bottom line within the first few minutes 
of his presentation.

He first laid out the crises faced by 
youth today in terms of morality, relation-
ships, physical health and spirituality. He 
then stated the research which formed the 
basis of his book, “Revolutionary Parent-
ing: Raising Your Kids to Become Spiri-
tual Champions,” indicated that “who you 
become depends on what happens in your 
heart and mind by age 13.”

The developmental stages he identified 
were that morals and values are established 
by age 9, relationships by age 12, and spiri-
tual beliefs and habits by age 13. Teens and 
those in their 20s will refine and apply what 
they learned as pre-teens. After that, with 
some exceptions, adults seek to reinforce 
what they already believe.

These facts influenced Westside Chris-
tian Academy’s (WCA) headmaster, Jim 
Whiteman, to invite Dr. Barna as a speaker 
for the annual series and the luncheon for 
pastors and children’s ministry workers ear-
lier in the day.

“We see the role of the WCA as coming 
alongside parents to help them in their pri-
mary responsibility for raising their chil-
dren,” said Mr. Whiteman. “Our free Family 
Strong Series events are designed to provide 
access to resources to parents in the com-
munity who may not have children enrolled 
at WCA.”

In the study Dr. Barna conducted with 
parents whose adult children were thriving 
in their 20s, he found that the key to strate-
gically parenting the children was to begin 
when they were as young as 18 months to 
2 years. Since 60 percent of what we learn 
comes from observation, establishing pri-
orities and applying beliefs and values con-
sistently in the home sets a good foundation 
even at this young age.

That consistency also means some 
things have to be non-negotiable. He noted 
that when parents are predictable, it helps 
children to anticipate results. Children need 
structure but many will hate it. He reminded 
his listeners that parenting is not a popular-
ity contest.

He asked the parents to consider how 
they will evaluate how well they have raised 
their children. 

“We have set the bar so low that we 
can trip over it and call it success,” he said. 
“The basic needs are met. Any negatives 
are passed off as typical of the [child’s] age.”

Often the parenting strategy is to do 
what is necessary to meet the culture’s 
standards or use trial and error to see what 
will produce an outcome that will leave 
the parent feeling satisfied. However, the 
parents that succeeded in his study used 
biblical principles, as a comprehensive 
framework.

Yet he cautioned that he found in his 
research that even within families where 
the parents did the right things, some of 
their children were not living the way the 
parents had hoped.

“There are no guarantees in the pro-
cess. You can do everything right but the 
child will not become a spiritual champion. 
Sometimes they will make the wrong choic-
es … In Christ there is hope.”

Unless parents approach parenting as 
their primary job in life, in spite of the cul-
ture’s pressure that they focus on succeed-
ing in their careers, accumulate wealth, etc., 
they will not succeed. “Don’t hold anything 
back,” he said. Parents may need to seek out 
training and tools they need since “you can’t 
give what you don’t have.” Although some-
times parents look to the church to teach 
morals and spiritual values and beliefs, it is 
not a substitute for the parent. It can, how-
ever, be a support system.

When parents own their roles, they can 
focus in on building their children’s char-
acter. He noted the Bible lists 48 character 
traits. Parents need to define critical values 
and beliefs, looking for teachable moments. 
Even enforcing curfews helps children 
develop self-discipline.

Among the specific advice he gave were 
to model behaviors which their children 
would observe and explain their reasons for 
specific choices so the children see the use 
of logic and connections. To help their chil-
dren grow, they should also set, pursue and 
measure the achievement of goals. Parents 
should influence the choice of friends and 
limit media exposure.

Their efforts can create a family life 
that emphasizes SLOW (Serve, Love, Obey 
and Worship). Especially important is for 
parents to listen to their child and then 
listen more. Asking questions to clarify what 
the child has said helps the parents better 
understand the real issues and also build 
the relationship. 

When you walk through the door, 
you know you are home.

Affordable Senior Housing Community

12400 Madison Ave.  •  Lakewood, Ohio
216-226-7575

TTY 1-800-750-0750

www.fedormanorapartments.com
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SENIOR LIVING

CO N V EN I ENTLY LO C ATED I N TH E H E ART O F L AKEWO O D

Providing Quality Senior 
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A�ordable living for Older Adults on 
an Active Senior Campus (age 55 & up)

Visit our Leasing O�ce at
14300 Detroit Ave. • Lakewood, OH 44107
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Happy Holidays!
check out our website: westerlyapartments.com 

Christian leader gives best 
practices of revolutionary parenting

by CyntHiA eAKin

The members of the Bay Vil-
lage Community Council met 
recently to discuss upcoming 

events in the city. The council is made 
up of representatives from various com-
munity organizations. The following is 
a summary of the November meeting 
discussion.

The Bay Village branch of the 
Cuyahoga County Public Library is 
hosting several holiday programs. Ring 
in the season with the Garfield Memo-
rial UMC Handbell Choir on Dec. 21, 2 
p.m. Children in kindergarten through 
second grade are invited to “Elf Train-
ing” on Dec. 13, 11 a.m. A “Make ‘n Take 
Snowman Craft” will be featured in the 
children’s storytime room on Dec. 15 
through Dec. 20, during regular library 
hours. Phone 440-871-6392 for program 
registration or information.

The Bay Village Women’s Club 
46th annual Antique Show is Feb. 14 
and Feb. 15 at Bay High School. Inter-
ested dealers can contact Nancy Trainer 
at 440-334-7539 or visit www.baywo-
mensclub.org. Bay Village afghans, 
cookbooks, miniature house and play-
ing cards are available as holiday gifts. 
Purchases support the club’s many civic 
contributions and scholarships for Bay 
High seniors.

The Martha Devotion Hunting-
ton Chapter of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution (DAR) contin-
ues its “Fly the Flag” project with the 
Bay Village Kiwanis and the American 
Legion Post 385. Beginning in April, 
American flags, with bracket and pole, 
will be installed for Bay Village residents 
unable to do this themselves. Contact 
Deb Marisch at 440-871-7680. For DAR 
membership information, contact Doris 
Gorgas at lablady76@wowway.com.

The Peter Navarre Chapter of 
the United States Daughters of 1812 
is offering War of 1812 Bicentennial col-
oring books. Volunteers are needed to 
help with the online index to Ohio grave 
records of servicemen of the War of 
1812. Learn about this project at www.
ohiodaughters1812.org.

The League of Women Voters, 
Bay Village Chapter will join the Bay 
Village Foundation and the Bay Village 

Historical Society in contributing to 
the City Hall clock repair project. The 
League urges other community orga-
nizations to contribute. A three-part 
forum series on the inner workings of 
city and school finances will be featured 
in the spring. The third forum will focus 
on tax abatements. The League is work-
ing with Bay Village City Council to buy 
microphones that will enable the city to 
make high-quality meeting recordings 
available on the web. Partner organi-
zations are welcome to help fund the 
$14,000 project. Contact Conda Boyd at 
conda_boyd@yahoo.com.

The Village Project raised $4,500 
in contributions at its fall lawn rake-out. 
The group is partnering with the Bay 
Village Early Childhood PTA to bring 
“Santa Rings” back to the city this holi-
day season. A fundraiser with the band 
Ralph’s Basement will take place at 
Around the Corner in Lakewood on Dec. 
26, followed by a celebrity bartender 
event at Vosh on Dec. 27.

The Bay Village Education 
Foundation awarded eight grants in 
October, totaling around $11,000 to 
fund school projects. The group’s big-
gest fundraiser of the year takes place 
at Arrabiata’s restaurant in Bay Village 
on Jan. 25, 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. Tickets are 
$60 per person.

The Bay Village PTA annual 
scholarship auction in November 
netted about $12,000. The Bay Middle 
School rake-out assisted more than 150 
residents with their fall yard work. Nor-
mandy School is conducting a toy drive 
for the Cleveland Clinic Pediatric Unit. 
Girl Scout cookie sales begin in January.

The Bay Village Community 
Band will perform a holiday concert at 
Bay Middle School on Dec. 17, 7:30 p.m. 
The Community Band’s Dixieland group 
played at the recent Bay Cares Fall Fest. 
The band offers holiday performances 
for a small donation. Contact Melissa 
Henderson at melissa.b.henderson@
gmail.com.

The Citizen of the Year and Project 
of the Year nomination forms are avail-
able at Bay Village City Hall and at the 
Bay Village library from Nov. 25 through 
Jan. 9. Electronic forms are available by 
accessing this story on the Observer 
website, wbvobserver.com. 

bay community groups ring in 
the season with holiday events
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by BeveRLy tHomAs

Please join our Case Western Reserve 
University group starting Jan. 12, 
2015, as we welcome Bruce Acker-

man as our leader to investigate the jour-
ney of nine characters from single status 
to marriage plus a 10th that never makes 
it. In “Middlemarch,” author George Eliot 
paints in exquisite detail a canvas showing 
how each character seeks answers to major 
intellectual and emotional questions. How-
ever, many times the questions are asked in 
the wrong way.  Marriage sometimes cre-

ates more questions than it answers.
We look forward to meeting new 

people and the insights they bring. These 
classes are sponsored by the Siegal Lifelong 
Learning Program at CWRU.  The eight-
week session will be held Mondays from 
10-11:30 a.m. at Bay United Methodist 
Church, 29931 Lake Road, located at the 
intersection of Lake and Bassett roads. 

Advance registration with payment of 
the course fee of $75 is required. For more 
information on this class or to register, call 
Marianne at 440-808-0076 or Beverly at 
440-835-2917. 

‘Middlemarch’ the topic of book group

the first visit with santa can sometimes be overwhelming, as 4-month-old maura 
schneider discovered at Bay village’s Cahoon Christmas event on Dec. 7. maura 
is the granddaughter of Rhonda schneider of the Bay village Kiwanis, who co-
hosted the event with the Bay village Historical society.

Cahoon Christmas
A photo feature by Nancy Clark

The second annual Cahoon Christmas event at Cahoon Memorial Park on 
Dec. 7 ushered in the season for children of all ages with crafts, treats, 

Christmas carols and– of course! – Santa Claus.
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by eLAine WiLLis

Wednesday, Dec. 10 (10:15 & 11 a.m.) 
Let’s sing AnD DAnCe! – Sing and 
move to the music with Miss Nancy! For 
children ages 2-6 with a caregiver. Please 
arrive early to receive a ticket at the Pre-
school Desk.

Wednesday, Dec. 10 (4-5:30 p.m.) 
BoW WoW BooKs – Stop by the Youth 
Services Department each Wednesday 
and sign your child up for a 10-minute 
reading time with a reading therapy dog! 
Bring your own book or choose one of 
ours. Registration begins each Wednes-
day at 3:30 p.m.

Wednesday, Dec. 10 (7-8 p.m.) giFts 
FRom A JAR – Create a “gift from a jar” 
and surprise your mom, teacher, babysit-
ter, etc. with your homemade gift during 
the holiday season. Grades 4-6. Registra-
tion begins Dec. 3.

Thursday, Dec. 11 (4-5 p.m.) mAgiC 
tRee House BooK CLuB – Do you 
already love the “Magic Tree House” 
adventures or are you curious to find out 
what the fuss is all about? Join us for one 
of the “Magic Tree House” books, discus-
sion and craft related to the book. Grades 
K-2. No registration required.

Thursday, Dec. 11 (7 p.m.) non-FiC-
tion BooK DisCussion – The Decem-
ber selection is “The Boys in the Boat: 
Nine Americans and Their Epic Quest 
for Gold at the 1939 Olympics” by Daniel 
James Brown.

Friday, Dec. 12, and Saturday, Dec. 13 
– musiC tHeRAPy & moRe – Join us as 
we play instruments, sing, move to music 
and discuss how to carry over the music 
therapy experiences into the home. This 
program is geared toward children strug-
gling in an area of development. You must 
RSVP to attend. Call 440-250-5563 or visit 
www.connectingforkids.org. Sessions are 
as follows –

Dec. 12: All Ages Family Session, 9:30 
a.m.; Toddler Session, 10:30 a.m.; Pre-
school Session, 11:30 a.m.

Dec. 13: All Ages Family Session, 9:30 
a.m.; Preschool Session, 10:30 a.m.

Friday, Dec. 12 (10:30-11:30 a.m.) iPAD 
useRs gRouP – Listen to a brief iPad 
topic then share talk and share tips and 
techniques with other iPad users. Must 
bring your iPad with you. Registration 
required.

Saturday, Dec. 13 (2 p.m.) PARent 
DisCussion gRouP – Meet other 
parents as we discuss childhood devel-
opment topics with a local expert. Free 
child care is available, but registration is 
required at www.connectingforkids.org 
or call 440-250-5563. This month’s topic is 
“How to Form an Emotional Connection 
with your Elementary-Aged Child (or A 
Child You Love) with Social Delays” with 
Meghan Barlow, Ph.D.

Saturday, Dec. 13 (2-4 p.m.) CARRy-
out CRAFts – Stop by the Youth Ser-
vices Department to see what each day’s 
featured craft is! Tables will be set up with 
all of the supplies needed.

Saturday, Dec. 13 (3-5 p.m.) mAD 4 

mAngA – Each month we watch a dif-
ferent Anime series and talk about our 
favorite Manga. Sometimes we even 
throw in some crafts, Manga drawing or 
Japanese treats! Grades 7-12 only.

Sunday, Dec. 14 (2-4 p.m.) ugLy 
sWeAteR PALoozA – Get ready for 
the holidays by making your very own 
Ugly Sweater! We’ll supply the sweaters 
and supplies, you bring the creativity to 
make them as tacky as possible! Grades 
7-12. Registration begins Dec. 7.

Sunday, Dec. 14 (2-4 p.m.) CHess 
CLuB – Hone your chess skills (or learn 
how to play the game). The club is recom-
mended for kids ages 6+, but all ages are 
welcome to attend. If you have a chess 
set, please bring it.

Monday, Dec. 15 (2-3 p.m. and 6:30-8 
p.m.) WPPL’s 130tH AnniveRsARy – 
Join us as we celebrate the library’s 130th 
anniversary with a visit by Leonard Porter 
himself and a fireside chat with Library 
Director Andrew Mangels!

Monday, Dec. 15 (3:45-5:30 p.m.) 
teen Lounge – Need a place to hang 
out after school? Come to WPPL’s Teen 
Lounge on Monday afternoons! We’ve got 
computers, video games, board games, 
snacks and more! Grades 7-12.

Monday, Dec. 15 (7-8:30 p.m.) inves-
tors’ interest group: tax savvy strate-
gies to Help Preserve your nest egg 
– Learn how to take advantage of the tax 
rules when putting together a retirement 
plan and the specific action steps to make 
the tax laws work in your favor. Please 
register.

Tuesday, Dec. 16 (10 a.m.-noon) 
Career transition Center: time man-
agement for Job seekers – Are you run-
ning around in circles trying to find a new 
position? Most jobseekers do not spend 
time efficiently to get the best outcome 
for their time invested. Learn the ABC 
method and how to overcome obstacles 
to find success!

Wednesday, Dec. 17 (9:30-10 a.m.) 
stoRies AnD signs – Enjoy interactive 
stories, songs and movement activities 
while learning a few words in sign lan-
guage! Ages 0-3 with caregiver, siblings 
welcome. No registration required.

Wednesday, Dec. 17 (10:15 & 11 a.m.) 
Let’s sing AnD DAnCe! – Sing and 
move to the music with Miss Nancy! For 
children ages 2-6 with a caregiver. Please 
arrive early to receive a ticket at the Pre-
school Desk.

Wednesday, Dec. 17 (2 p.m.) WeDnes-
DAy AFteRnoon BooK DisCussion 
– The November selection is “The Baker’s 
Daughter” by Sarah McCoy.

Wednesday, Dec. 17 (4-5:30 p.m.) 
BoW WoW BooKs – Stop by the Youth 
Services Department each Wednesday 
and sign your child up for a 10-minute 
reading time with a reading therapy dog! 
Bring your own book or choose one of 
ours. Registration begins each Wednes-
day at 3:30 p.m.

Friday, Dec. 19 (10-10:45 a.m.) Come 
PLAy WitH me! – Open playtime with 

age-appropriate toys. Teaches sharing 
and socialization. For children ages 2-5 
with a caring adult. Siblings welcome! 
Registration begins Dec. 12.

Friday, Dec. 19 (10 a.m.-noon) PoR-
teR’s FiBeR FAnAtiCs – A time for 
needlecrafters to share, solve problems, 
and show off.

Friday, Dec. 19 (10:30-11:30 a.m.) sen-
soRy stoRytime – Join us for a story-
time for children with special needs and 
their parents/caregivers. The program 
includes interactive stories, rhymes, 
songs and movement activities, followed 
by 30 minutes of play. Content is geared 
to ages 3-7.

Friday, Dec. 19 (4-5:15 p.m.) mini 
CLAy CHARms – Make tiny clay charms 
to use for jewelry, decorating stuff, or just 
for collecting. They also make great gifts! 
Expect your first 45 minutes to be spent 
creating, followed by up to 30 minutes of 
baking. Grades 2-4. Registration begins 
Dec. 12.

Saturday, Dec. 20 (10:30-11:30 a.m.) 
PoKemon LeAgue – Bring your cards 
and accessories for a fun morning of play! 
For kids ages 6-12 only. Please, no young-
er siblings. Registration begins Dec. 13.

Saturday, Dec. 20 (2-3 p.m.) BRiCK 
BuiLDeRs CLuB – Bring your ideas and 
imagination to the club! All bricks provid-
ed. Ages 6-12. No registration required.

Saturday, Dec. 20 (3-5 p.m.) WHo-
viAn HAven (DR. WHo CLuB) – Who-
vian Haven is a place for Who-vians to 
get together, watch episodes of Doctor 
Who, and talk about Doctor Who and all 
other Timey-Wimey things. Grades 9-12. 
Please register.

Sunday, Dec. 21 (2-3:30 p.m.) BoRe-
Dom BusteRs! – Games, crafts, puzzles 
and more! All ages. In accordance with 
library policy, children under age 9 must 
be accompanied by an adult.

Sunday, Dec. 21 (2-4 p.m.) CHess 
CLuB – Hone your chess skills (or learn 
how to play the game). The club is recom-
mended for kids ages 6+, but all ages are 
welcome to attend. If you have a chess 
set, please bring it.

Sunday, Dec. 21 (3-4:30 p.m.) mAgiC: 
tHe gAtHeRing – Magic: The Gather-
ing is the world’s premier trading card 
game. It was the first of its kind, and it’s 
still the best and the biggest. Come and 
learn to play the game, or bring a group 
and fight with other planeswalkers for 
glory, knowledge and conquest. Players 
must furnish their own cards. Grades 
7-12.

Monday, Dec. 22 (1-7 p.m.) AmeRiCAn 
ReD CRoss BLooDmoBiLe

Monday, Dec. 22; Friday, Dec. 26; and 
Monday, Dec. 29 (2-4 p.m.) movies 
@ youR LiBRARy! – Join us for movie 
matinees! Based on availability; movie 
titles may change without notice. In 
accordance with library policy, children 
who are under age 9 must be accompa-
nied by an adult. Registration begins one 
week before each session. Movies are as 
follows:

Dec. 22: Dorothy wakes up in post-
tornado Kansas, only to be whisked back 
to Oz to try to save her old friends the 
Scarecrow, the Lion, the Tin Man and 
Glinda from a devious new villain, the 
Jester. Rated PG.

Dec. 26: After receiving a bizarre series 

of encrypted messages, a group of kids 
embark on an adventure with an alien 
who needs their help. Rated PG.

Dec. 29: A vengeful fairy is driven to 
curse an infant princess, only to discover 
that the child may be the one person who 
can restore peace to their troubled land. 
Rated PG.

Wednesday, Dec. 24 – CHRistmAs 
eve: LiBRARy CLoseD

Thursday, Dec. 25 – CHRistmAs: 
LiBRARy CLoseD

Saturday, Dec. 27 (10:30-11 a.m.) 
motHeR goose on tHe Loose! – 
An interactive storytime featuring simple 
books, rhymes, songs and movement. For 
ages birth-3 with an adult caregiver.

Sunday, Dec. 28 (2-4 p.m.) CHess 
CLuB – Hone your chess skills (or learn 
how to play the game). The club is recom-
mended for kids ages 6+, but all ages are 
welcome to attend. If you have a chess 
set, please bring it.

Wednesday, Dec. 31 (11:15 a.m.-noon) 
CountDoWn to noon FAmiLy 
stoRytime – Join us for a special New 
Year’s Eve family storytime celebrating 
our favorite stories, songs and rhymes. 
We’ll make a simple craft and do our own 
early countdown to 12:00 (noon). Ages 
3-5. Registration begins Dec. 23.

Wednesday, Dec. 31 (1-4 p.m.) neW 
yeAR’s smAsHin’ eve – Teens in grades 
7-12 are invited for a smashin’ event! We’ll 
be competing in a Super Smash Brothers 
tournament on Wii U. Registration begins 
Dec. 23.

Wednesday, December 31 – New 
Year’s Eve: Library closes at 5 p.m.

to register for any of the programs, 
please call 440-871-2600 or visit signup.
westlakelibrary.org:8080. 

WestLAke Porter PubLiC LibrAry

Upcoming events                               
at Westlake Porter Public Library

by BRuCe LeigH

Christmas giving time is here. 
Mary Varadi wanted to make 
and donate bows for the sheer 

curtains in the Knickerbocker apart-
ment building’s main hall. She and 
some other ladies went shopping for 
the bow supplies in a local drug store. 
When Mary got to the checkout coun-
ter and reached for her purse, she dis-
covered it was gone. They checked the 
car and nothing was there.

Mary asked the clerk if her pur-
chases could be set aside until they 
could return with the money. A very 
nice young lady asked how much the 
bill was. The clerk replied eighty-five 
dollars. Wow! That’s a lot of money. 
The very nice lady’s name was Sue. 
She pulled out her credit card and 
said, “Put it on my card.”

Sue was a complete stranger to 
Mary and the other ladies. What a 
great gift to give to share at Christmas 
time. I was asked not to give Sue’s last 
name because her husband may not 
be aware of her very nice Christmas 
gift. In the end, Mary made the bows 
for the residents at the Knickerbocker 
to enjoy. They are great looking! There 
is a lot of truth in paying it forward. 
Giving is as great as receiving. 

A stranger’s Gift
reAder’s oPinion
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by BARBARA ISAACS

In this season of gift-giving 
and remembering friends 
and family with warm 

thoughts of holidays past and 
present, the Bay Village Branch 
Library would like to thank one 
and all for their support and 
patronage throughout the year. 
If you don’t frequent the library 
on Cahoon Road or haven’t vis-
ited us in awhile, please join us 
soon as there is much to offer 
you and your family besides 
books! The librarians are eager 
to help with reading recom-
mendations for young and old; 
help you to use the library com-
puters; show you where to find 
our helpful research databases 
or find a DVD for your family to 
watch. Please see the list below 
for programs you may enjoy. 
May you all have a wonderful 
holiday season and a Happy 
New Year! 

Please note that in cel-
ebration of the holidays the Bay 
Village Branch will be closed 
Wednesday, Dec. 24, through 
Thursday, Dec. 25, and reopen on 
Friday, Dec. 26, at 9 a.m. In addi-
tion, the library will be closed 

on Wednesday, Dec. 31, through 
Thursday, Jan. 1, and reopen on 
Friday, Jan. 2, at 9 a.m.

ALL AGES

Sunday, Dec. 21 (2 p.m.) Ring-
ing in tHe seAson – Sing 
along with the Garfield Memo-
rial UMC Handbell Choir for a 
program of sacred and secular 
holiday songs, and history. No 
registration required.

CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT

Saturday, Dec. 13  and Jan. 
10 (10:30 a.m.) sensoRy 
stoRytime – This storytime 
is designed specifically for 
children with special needs at 
a developmental age of 3 to 6 
and their families. This program 
incorporates a schedule board, 
double visuals, and sensory 
opportunities for participants 
as well as 1/2-hour socialization 
time following the program.

Saturday, Dec. 13 (11 a.m.) eLF 
tRAining – Santa is extra busy 
this year! Children in grades K-2 
are invited to become Elf train-
ees and embark on an adven-
ture to help make the winter 
holidays special by: construct-

ing their own elf hat, preparing 
tasty reindeer snacks, making 
holiday crafts, playing pin the 
nose on Rudolph, a fill the stock-
ing relay race and listening to 
winter stories and songs! Reg-
istration required. Sponsored 
by the Friends of the Bay Village 
Library.

Monday, Dec. 15 through Sat-
urday, Dec. 20 (during library 
hours) mAKe ‘n’ tAKe snoW-
mAn CRAFt – Children of all 
ages are invited to drop in to 
the children’s storytime room 
all week during library hours 
and make a fun snowman craft. 
Use your imagination to create 
a unique look.

stoRytimes: Caregivers and 
their children are invited to 
enjoy rhymes, songs, fingerplays, 
books and stories together.

•	Monday, Jan. 5 and Tuesday, 
Jan. 6 (9:30 a.m.) toDDLeR 
stoRytime – For caregivers 
and their children ages 19-35 
months

•	Tuesday, Jan. 6 (1:30 p.m.) 
and Thursday, Jan. 8 (11 a.m.) 
PResCHooL stoRytime – For 
caregivers and their children 

ages 3-5 not yet in kindergarten

•	 Wednesday, Jan. 7 (9:30 
a.m.) BABy AnD me stoRy-
time – For caregivers and their 
children ages birth-18 months

•	 Thursday, Jan. 8 (7 p.m.) 
and Friday, Jan. 9 (9:30 a.m.) 
FAmiLy stoRytime – For care-
givers and their children of all 
ages.

Wednesday, Jan. 7 (3:30 
p.m.) BRAin BuiLDeR: sCi-
enCe – For Grades K-3. Love 
experimenting and making a 
mess in the name of science? 
Join us for hands-on fun and 
learn a thing or two about sci-
ence. Registration required.

TEEN DEPARTMENT

Tuesday, Dec. 9 to Thursday, 
Dec. 18 (3:15 p.m.) WinteR 
teen zone – For Grades 5 to 
12. Video games, experiments, 
challenges, art and more – chill 
with something fun to do after 
school! Parents need to sign one 
permission form, good for all of 
the winter programs. Programs 
provided courtesy of the Friends 
of the Bay Village Branch Library.

Wednesday, Dec. 17 (3:30 
p.m.) RounD t.A.B.L.e. – For 
Grades 5 to 12. Join other teens 
at the Round TABLE and do 
what Teens At Bay Library Enjoy 
… whether it be projects that 
serve the community, help the 
library or sometimes just hang 
out and have fun together. This 
program is an on-going series 
and snacks will be provided. 
Registration is required, along 
with a permission slip signed by 
a parent or guardian. Sponsored 
by the Friends of the Bay Village 
Branch Library.

ADULT DEPARTMENT

Wednesdays (6:30-8 p.m.) 
DoWnLoADABLes HeLP 
– Drop in for assistance with 
downloading books, magazines 
and audiobooks on your porta-
ble device. Familiarity with your 
device, and account access infor-
mation, is recommended. Every 
Wednesday evening from 6:30-8 
p.m. No registration required.

Please register to attend any 
programs online at www.cuyag-
hogalibrary.org or call 440-871-
6392 or stop in at 502 cahoon 
road. 

Upcoming programs at the Bay Village Branch Library
bAy viLLAGe brAnCh LibrAry

by JessiCA BResLin, Bay village branch 
library manager

This year the Cuyahoga County Public Library 
invites you to “Reconnect with Reading 365.” To cel-
ebrate this initiative, the Bay Village Branch Library 
staff and customers will be sharing our suggestions 
from various genres each month here in the Observer.

What do most people think of when they 
hear the word “library”? Reading, of 
course! 2014 was the year to “Reconnect 

with Reading 365” at the Cuyahoga County Public 
Library. We have been so happy to share with you 
our favorites, as well as those of your neighbors 
from a variety of genres over the past year in this 
feature. During this season of holiday hustle and 
bustle, we would like to invite you to relax with a 
good book or gift one to someone special. Here are 
some new releases we thought we’d share that may 
fast become a new favorite to give as gifts or read 
for yourself on a frosty winter day.

Looking for a new holiday story or winter read? 
Try “The Mistletoe Promise” from the always inspi-
rational Richard Paul Evans, author of “The Christ-
mas Box.” Anne Perry has a released her annual 
yuletide tale, “A New York Christmas,” set during the 
holidays of 1904 and including her well-known mix 
of love, betrayal and murder. Bill Roorbach’s “The 
Remedy for Love” features two characters brought 
together by a massive snowstorm in Maine. Curl up 
with some cocoa to see what happens next in this 
survival story filled with witty dialogue, romance 
and suspense.

A little humor to help you relax? “Yes Please”! 
This title by Amy Poehler will have you laughing out 
loud, as the comedienne and Saturday Night Live 
alumna regales readers with stories of her child-
hood, breaking into show business and humorous 
observations as a working mom. Try the audiobook 

if you quickly tire of the holiday tunes on the radio. 
It is read by the author herself and, as expected, her 
comic timing couldn’t be better!

Does dreaming of warmer days bring you 
relaxation? “Glory Days in Tribe Town: The Cleve-
land Indians and Jacobs Field 1994-1997” by Terry 
Pluto and Tom Hamilton is the perfect read for the 
baseball fan counting down the days until spring 
training. This book provides behind-the-scenes 
action from those who witnessed this golden age 
of baseball first hand– the players and sportscast-
ers. It’s the perfect combo for the book lover and 
baseball lover on your list in the off season.

What better way to foster the love for and 
enjoyment of books in the next generation than to 
give your children, grandchildren, nieces or neph-
ews books as special gifts all year long, but espe-
cially during the holiday season. If you are looking 
for youth suggestions, you are in luck! Our annual 
Great Books for Kids is back! This year there is a truly 
wonderful sampling of books that you can borrow 
from the library or purchase as gifts for the children 
in your life! The recommendations are broken down 
by age category, as well materials the family might 
enjoy together including toys! The website is fun, 
interactive and includes a wish list component to 
keep track of favorites. Stop in the library or visit 
ccplgreatbooksforkids.org for more information.

Thank you for allowing us to share our sugges-
tions with you throughout this past year! Please visit 
the Bay Village Branch, 502 Cahoon Road, where 
the staff would be very happy to give you personal 
reading recommendations in 2015. We hope to see 
you soon! 

End the year with a relaxing read
WHAt youR neigHBoRs 

ARe ReADing
 at the Bay village Branch Library

DeCemBeR tHeme: ReLAx WitH A BooK

Would you like to win $100,000? How 
about a two-year lease on a Volvo or Mazda? 
A Harley Davidson motorcycle? Or a Medi-
terranean cruise for two? These are just 
a few of the 40 incredible prizes offered 
through the 11th annual Straight from the 
Heart Raffle to benefit cardiovascular ser-
vices at Fairview, Lakewood and Lutheran 
Hospitals.

Sponsored by the Community West 
Foundation, the raffle to select the 40 prize 
winners takes place on Saturday, Feb. 14, at 
the Straight from the Heart red-tie gala at 
LaCentre Conference and Banquet Facility 
in Westlake. In addition, early raffle ticket 
purchasers are entered into two early bird 
drawings on Dec. 12 and Jan. 16. Each 
winner receives a $1,000 cash prize.

With such a great cause and so many 
incredible prizes, why not purchase a 
Straight from the Heart raffle ticket for your 
chance to win the $100,000 grand prize and 
39 other amazing prizes? Raffle tickets are 
$100 each or three tickets for $200.

To see a full list of available prizes, or 
to purchase raffle tickets online, visit www.
straightfromtheheartevent.org or contact 
the Community West Foundation at 216-
476-7061. 

All proceeds from this raffle will benefit 
cardiovascular services at Fairview, Lake-
wood and Lutheran Hospitals.

Hospital benefit 
raffle features 

$100,000        
grand prize
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Like us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/byRedwood 
Watch us on Youtube
www.youtube.com/RedwoodLivingTV

when you have guests

Simplify your lifestyle at Redwood Living!

Brand New  Construction!
 Enjoy premium single-story design 
 with private attached garages

 
Comfort, convenience and 
quality—all in one place! 

• Full size washer and dryer
connections

• Smoke-free apartments

• Pets welcome

• Private attached garage for
convenience when entering
or exiting your home

• Smart, single-story design
means no difficult stairs
to climb

• Certified energy efficiency
means energy savings, and
no drafty windows or doors

• Two full bathrooms are a bonus

• Built-in peace & quiet; no
one lives above or
below you

• No property taxes, home
repairs or condo fees

Redwood Living, for today’s better living!

Retreat at Stafford   
7019 Condor Drive
North Ridgeville, Ohio 44039
440.804.6911

DISTINCTIVE SINGLE-STORY APARTMENT HOMES
Retreat at Stafford and Lakes of Ridgecrest by Redwood

Lakes of Ridgecrest
8300 Ira Drive
North Ridgeville, OH  44039
440.731.6677

PLEASE PROOFREAD. WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2014 WBVO

Westlake Animal Hospital offers a wide 
variety of veterinary services including 
minimally invasive surgeries. 
We are accepting new clients. 

We are American Animal Hospital Association 
(AAHA) accredited and offer an open door policy 
(you have the option to be present for all procedures). 
Westlake Animal Hospital offers evening and 
Saturday appointments for your convenience. 

27370 Center Ridge Road  • 440-835-3800 • website: westlakeah.com • email: WestlakeAH@aol.com 

WestlAke AnimAl HospitAl

by LAuRie HenRiCHsen

Public discussions about dying are rare. 
However, a recent news story about 
Brittany Maynard, a young woman 

with brain cancer, has brought the taboo 
topic into the public eye. Maynard chose 
her time of death by taking medications 
prescribed by her doctor (a legal option in 
Oregon). The widely publicized case also 
points to a need for greater awareness about 
care options for patients with life-limiting 
illnesses.

Hospice of the Western Reserve is com-
mitted to debunking myths that can prevent 
people from making informed decisions 
about how they choose to live the final phase 
of their lives.

“One of the best ways I have found to 
help educate people who don’t understand 
hospice is to explain that it’s not about dying 
until you die. It’s about living until you die,” 
said Westlake resident Bob Phillips-Plona, 
director of residential services at Ames Family 
Hospice House in Westlake and David Simp-
son Hospice House on Cleveland’s east side. 

Hospice does not endorse or engage in 
euthanasia or assisted suicide. Its philoso-
phy is founded on the principle that every 
individual deserves to live the best quality 
of life through the entire spectrum of life, 
including the final phase. Medical care and 
management of a disease do not stop when a 
cure is no longer an option. Instead, the focus 
changes to making patients as comfortable 
and independent as their situation allows, so 
they can enjoy quality time with their families 
and focus on what is meaningful to them.

A Gallup poll reveals that close to nine 
in 10 adults (88 percent) prefer to die in their 
homes, free of pain, surrounded by family 
and loved ones; hospice care is focused on 
making this happen.

Michele Tripi, a west side Hospice of 
the Western Reserve home care patient, was 
diagnosed with ALS (also called Lou Gehrig’s 

disease) at the age of 55. The disease progres-
sively disables nerve cells in the brain and 

the spinal cord, ultimately leading to death. 
One by one, ALS takes capabilities away, 
like the ability to walk, sit upright, use one’s 
hands, and eventually, even to speak.

She was introduced to the idea of utiliz-
ing hospice earlier rather than waiting until 
the final few days of life when she and her 
husband, Joe, began attending a support 
group offered by the Northern Ohio Chapter 
of the ALS Association. The group provided 
insights on adaptive medical equipment she 
could use to safely maintain a degree of per-
sonal independence and autonomy. 

The family’s home was modified to 
make it easier for Tripi to navigate; she also 
completed her advance care directives so 
her family wouldn’t be left guessing about 
her desires. Knowing her prognosis, Tripi did 
not want to have strangers involved in her 
care. Hospice of the Western Reserve’s team, 
including  a physician who is board certified 
in hospice and palliative medicine, a nurse, 
social worker, nursing aide, music, art and 
massage therapists, spiritual care coordina-
tor and volunteers, worked with Tripi and her 
family to create a plan of care tailored to her 
needs and wishes.

Her music therapist arranged to have 
some of Tripi’s poetry set to music to create 
original songs. Her art therapist helped her 
make new memories with her grandkids – 
including a tea party at her kitchen table 
complete with homemade hats. Working 
with the art therapist, Tripi has also created 
several legacy pieces for her family, includ-
ing a poignant and beautifully written book 
about her life and special memories. She 
and her daughter, Jackie, combed through 
family photos and worked together to create 
the keepsake book. Hospice of the Western 
Reserve used funds from their life enrich-
ment fund to have it professionally bound 
and published, and made copies for family 
members.

Tripi’s experiences have led her to 
become a leading educational advocate 
for hospice. “It doesn’t improve the qual-
ity of your life if you wait till the end,” she 
said. “I stayed healthier, stayed happier 
being at home. Hospice has been a key 
factor in that.” 

Hospice care supports 
choice at end of life

heALth & WeLLness

Something unusual was on a roll 
at St. John Medical Center on 
Dec. 3 – turkeys. Frozen turkeys, 

to be exact. Employees from across 
the Westlake health campus braved 
the cold for a good cause in the hospi-
tal’s inaugural Frozen Turkey Bowling 
competition. For a small donation, 
staffers and their family members 
tried their hand at hurling 12-pound 
turkeys down a makeshift alley set up 
in the outdoor courtyard. 

All of the money raised went to 
the SJMC Hope Fund, which offers 
assistance to employees experienc-
ing a temporary hardship. Those who 

bowled a strike, knocking down all 10 
regulation pins, were entered into a 
grand-prize drawing for a paid day off.

The idea was conceived by 
SJMC security manager James Kam-
holz, who saw similar events held 
elsewhere and thought it would be a 
fun way to raise money for the Hope 
Fund. Hospital President and CEO 
William Young Jr. not only endorsed 
the idea, he bowled the first strike.

Several hundred dollars were 
raised by the 75 participants. The 
medical center hopes to make Frozen 
Turkey Bowling an annual event and 
open it up to the community. 

st. John medical Center security manager James Kamholz 
helps nick schillero, 5, son of finance director tony schillero, 
knock down pins in the Dec. 3 Frozen turkey Bowling event.

Turkey bowling for charity
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by nAnCy HeAton

The Ruth Purdy-Leslie Scholarship 
Fund at BAYarts was created in 
memory of the much-loved Bay 

Schools art teacher in 2011. Originally to 
aid students interested in taking BAYarts 
classes, the program was expanded to 
include scholarships for college-bound 
students.

Three awards of $500 will be given 
to graduating seniors pursuing careers 
in art. Because BAYarts’ reach extends 
beyond Bay Village, the fund will be 
available to graduating seniors from any 
school district in the greater Cleveland 
area pursuing a career in visual arts: 
art education, fine art, art therapy and 
so on. Unlike other applications, this 

award is not based on merit or need, but 
on a student’s passion and commitment.

Being in the art world is a way of 
life. In our application, we want to get 
to know the artist and why art matters to 
them. Janet Purdy, Ruth’s daughter, who 
had the unenviable task of reviewing the 
applications last year, was moved by the 
passion and commitment of the appli-
cations, making it very tough to narrow 
down to only three awards. BAYarts is 
expecting many more applications this 
year and the Purdy family will once 
again chose the finalists.

Applications are due by March 16; 
awards will be announced in late May. 
Applications are available at bayarts.
net/classes.aspx or at BAYarts at 28795 
Lake Road. 

“This is absolutely the No. 1 show in the world, 
ABSOLITELY THE BEST.”                                                                                                                          

— Kenn Wells, former lead dancer of the English National Ballet

The Perfect Holiday Gift

FEB 10-11 STATE THEATRE
Tickets: 216-241-6000    
Hotline: 888-974-3698
PlayhouseSquare.org TicketingBox.com

ALL-NEW 2015 SHOW
WITH LIVE ORCHESTRA

“5,000 years of Chinese music 
and dance, in one night!”

—The New York Times   

“I have reviewed over 3,000 shows.  
None can compare to what I saw tonight.”

               — Richard Connema, renowned Broadway critic

“If heaven is the way 
we saw it tonight,  count me in!”

— Nathaniel Kahn, a renowned filmmaker

“Absolutely the greatest of the great.  
You cannot describe it in words; it must be experienced.”
                 — Cjrostome Wa;evsla. “Goddess of the cello”

BAyarts announces scholarship 
for graduating seniors

 

BAYarts 
 HOLIDAY 
SHOP

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 

 
   

www.bayarts.net

 

The Gift
of Art

BAYarts Gift Certificates for 
shop, gallery or classes.

by nAnCy HeAton

Just in time for a happy Thanksgiv-
ing, Cuyahoga Arts & Culture (CAC) 
announced grants of more that $27 

million to 196 cultural organizations in 
Cuyahoga County. The grant awards were 
approved by CAC’s board of trustees after 
an in-depth application process, a review 
by a panel of independent arts and cul-
ture experts from outside Northeast Ohio 
and finally the allocation of funds by CAC 
trustees. The awards were announced 
on Nov. 24 at the Rock and Roll Hall of 
Fame with the majority of the recipients 
in attendance.

BAYarts will receive more than 
$49,000 each year for two years. It is BAY-
arts’ fourth CAC grant and will be used 
for general operating expenses including 
payroll, facility upkeep and operations. 

“This award is justification that 
BAYarts has become a Westside desti-
nation, catering to a diverse audience 
by providing quality art enrichment 
programs, gallery exhibitions and 
free community events,” said Peter 
Winzig, BAYarts’ board president. “This 
is encouragement to continue doing 
what we do, getting better and better 
each year.” 

Since our last award in 2012, BAY-
arts grown considerably, with increased 
attendance and revenue. Another mile-
stone will be reached in January with the 
opening of the Karen Ryel Ceramic Arts 
& Education Center.

The CAC is a dedicated source of 
public funds that supports creative activ-
ity in communities of Cuyahoga County. 
The grant focuses on public benefit and 
financial stability of organizations. 

BAYarts receives Cuyahoga 
Arts & Culture grant

the BAyarts campus at night

by Kim Bonvissuto

Neige DeAngelis, a Dover Interme-
diate School fifth-grade student, 
won a national story contest by 

Cricket magazine for her story about a 
temperamental, fire-breathing dragon 
named Mr. Feugo.

Neige’s story, “350 Words or Else!” 
chronicles the scene of Mr. Feugo, editor 
of “Dragonfly” magazine, being upset 
when readers sent in 10-page stories for 

publication. Neige’s story was published 
in the October 2014 issue of Cricket 
magazine.

Fifth-grade teacher Donna Dieterich 
encourages her students to spread their 
creative efforts. Neige’s story was chosen 
from the May/June 2014 story contest, 
earning a second prize for ages 10 and 
under. Cricket magazine publishes fic-
tion and classic literature, as well as non-
fiction stories on culture, history, science 
and the arts, for children ages 9 to 14. 

Westlake student’s story 
published in national magazine
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JOIN US FOR CHRISTMAS SERVICES
AND SHARE THE GLORIOUS NEWS

OF OUR SAVIOR’S BIRTH.

SERVICE SCHEDULE

DEC. 24th — Family Contemporary Service 5:00 pm

Traditional Worship Service 5:00 pm

Contemporary Worship Service 7:00 pm

Traditional Worship Service 7:00 pm

Traditional Worship Service 11:00 pm

DEC. 25th — Traditional Worship Service 10:00 am

DEC. 31st — Traditional Worship Service 7:00 pm

For further information, call the 
church office at (440) 835-3050

St. Paul Lutheran 
Church & School

27993 Detroit Road, Westlake 44145
www.stpaulwestlake.org

EXPERIENCE THE JOY OF THE SEASON WITH US AT

St.PaulXmasAd_Observer-’12_St.PaulXmasAd_Color-’10  12/16/12  8:46 PM  Page 1

Bay United Methodist Church
29931 Lake Road

440-871-2082
www.bayumc.org

Christmas Eve Services
5:00 p.m. – Family Service
A children’s Christmas pageant. 

7:00 and 9:00 p.m.
Hymns, Special Music, Christmas 

Meditation and Candlelighting

Wednesday, December 24th

Candlelight
Christmas Eve 

Worship

Children are welcome at all services. 
Free, professional childcare is also offered.

100% of the Christmas Eve offering goes to missions.

27650 Center Ridge Road
Westlake, Ohio 44145

440-871-3088

westlakeumc.org

3pm 
Traditional
 
5pm 
Family

7pm 
Contemporary

9pm 
Traditional

Sunday Worship at 8:15am, 10am, 11:28am

Join Us at Christmas
Sunday 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

Communion Services
Bay Middle School (27725 Wolf Rd.)

An Anglican Community

“Go, make disciples, teach them to obey the commands of Christ.” Matthew 28:19-20

ChRiStMAS EvE SERviCES:
Wednesday, December 24th

4 p.m. FAMily CoMMUnion 
With ChilDREn’S ChoiR

at Bay Middle School (27725 Wolf Rd, Bay Village) 

7 p.m. lESSonS & CARolS With 
CoMMUnion; voCAl AnD 

inStRUMEntAl EnSEMBlES 
at Bay Middle School (27725 Wolf Rd, Bay Village) 

ChRiStMAS DAy SERviCE:
thursday, December 25th

10 a.m. ChRiStMAS DAy CoMMUnion 
at Bay Presbyterian Church - Auburn Hall 

(25415 Lake Rd, Bay Village)

PLEASE PROOFREAD. WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2014 WBVO

	  

PLEASE PROOFREAD. WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2014 WBVO

Love God Passionately, Love People Genuinely

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, 6 - 7 PM 
Worship Each Sunday, 10:30 AM 

OurCrossPointe.com 
1800 Columbia Rd… Westlake, 44145 

Rev. Nelson Blount, Pastor 

Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Service, 6-7 pm

Worship Each Sunday, 10:30 AM
OurCrossPointe.com

1800 Columbia Road • Westlake
Rev. Nelson Blount, Pastor

PLEASE PROOFREAD.
 WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2014 WBVO

Journey to 
Bethlehem

Church of the Redeemer UCC
235 Center Ridge Road, Westlake

FRiday & SatURday, 
december 19 & 20, 6:30-8:30 p.m.

Christmas Cantata - dec. 21, 10:30 a.m.
ChRiStmaS EvE- 5 p.m.-Family Service
7:30 p.m.-Candlelight holy Communion

interactive, indoor/ourdoor 
live Nativity with herod, angels, 
shepherds, wise men, and 
visit the manger.admiSSioN iS FREE!

CANDLELIGHT CHRISTMAS EVE
24

 
re family in the 

rous night! 

23855  

440-835-0400
www.UnitySpiritualCenter.com

CANDLELIGHT SERVICE · DECEMBER 24TH AT 8:00 pm
Capture the blessings and beauty of Christmas at our beautiful

candlelight service and hear the inspiring message and the
joyous music. It will have you and your entire family in the

spirit of Christmas on this wondrous night!
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   ChRIStMAS 
WOrSHiP SERVICES

Christmas Eve, Wed. Dec. 24
Family Service 5:00 p.m. 

Candlelight Service 10:00 p.m.
Please join our Advent Family as we

celebrate the birth of Jesus.
The Rev. RJ Johnson • 3760 Dover Center Road, Westlake

www.adventwestlake.org • 440-871-6685

Advent Episcopal Church

ANNUAL MESSIAH SING
Wednesday, December 17

12:10 p.m.
Trinity Chamber Orchestra, soloists, and YOU in the 
massed choir! Todd Wilson, conductor 
Sponsors: Stephen and Patricia Roberts

CHRISTMAS EVE
Wednesday, December 24

5 p.m. 
Family Eucharist and Pageant
The Very Rev. Tracey Lind, preaching

10:30 p.m. 
Prelude Britten: A Ceremony of Carols (choir and harp)

11 p.m. 
Choral Eucharist
The Rt. Rev. Mark Hollingsworth, Jr., preaching

CHRISTMAS DAY
Thursday, December 25

10 a.m. 
Eucharist with Carols
The Very Rev. Tracey Lind, preaching

BOAR’S HEAD AND YULE LOG FESTIVAL
Saturday, December 27

3 p.m. and 5:30 p.m. 
Freewill offering
boarsheadcleveland.org

Spend Christmas
Downtown 
at Trinity Cathedral

2230 Euclid Avenue
Cleveland, OH 44115

216.771.3630 
www.trinitycleveland.org

FREE PARKING AT PROSPECT  
AND EAST 22ND ST.

CONNECT WITH US:

Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .ai Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .ai

Providing nourishing meals and 
extended care and service to our 
neighbors experiencing cancer.

Volunteer or donate call: (440)348-9401
or visit: ourvillageproject.com

by eiLeen veRnon

The first week of December, a letter was mailed to every family in Bay Village 
asking each household to make a donation in support of the many projects 
being planned for the village by volunteers that care. This year we are including 

a color flyer in the letter so readers can see pictures of some of the projects that were 
funded with the help of The Bay Village Foundation.

Please consider the Foundation in your end-of-year giving as well as in your 
estate planning. Interest earned on the money is spent wholly in Bay Village for pri-
vate, non-sectarian, not-for-profit projects. The Bay Village Foundation was founded 
1995 and was originally named Bay’s Investment in the Future.

The fund was set up to support two projects: the Play in Bay playground and 
an addition to the youth center. Later renamed the Village Foundation, and now the 
Bay Village Foundation, the fund was officially designated as a 501(c)(3) tax exempt 
corporation in 1996. The board of trustees and a charter group of donors were estab-
lished in 1997; and in 2015 will successfully complete 20 years of volunteer service 
to the community.

As a donor you want to know where the money is being spent. Following is a list 
of some of the projects that have been supported by the contributions to the Bay 
Village Foundation over the years: Bay Interfaith Housing: the Knickerbocker Apart-
ments garden, benches, and lunch tables; BAYarts: Historical Garden and steps for 

the caboose on the grounds; the Village Project; Huntington Playhouse: for lighting 
and new set-building equipment; Lake Erie Nature and Science Center; Fashion 
Forward: new clothing for needy kids; Scholarships for children with autism spectrum 
disorders, Village fireworks to light up the night on July 4; City Hall clock repair; Schol-
arships for Bay High Students and support for the Bay Village waterways clean-ups.

At the $2,500 donation level, a contributor may place an engraved bronze memo-
rial plaque on the T. Richard Martin Memorial Bridge at Cahoon Park. Awardees and 
scholarship winners are honored every year on Memorial Day. The ceremony takes 
place after the parade and Veteran Honors program are completed.

The Bay Village Foundation promotes the cultural, educational and social activi-
ties of not-for-profit groups to maintain and enhance the beauty of the city we love, 
Bay Village. See more at www.thebayvillagefoundation.org. To request for an annual 
report or to ask questions, email: villagefdninfo@att.net. 

Bay Village Foundation makes annual donation request

by RoBeRt KoRen

Bay Village residents Julie 
and Bob Hanhauser will 
be counting many bless-

ings this Christmas season: 28 
years of wedded bliss; large, 
loving, supportive extended fam-
ilies; a multitude of friends; their 
daughter, Alyson, a Kent State 
dean’s list student who is beau-
tiful inside and out. However, 
the challenges and hardships of 
recent years have overwhelmed 
them and even those who love 
them. 

All of his adult life, Bob has been 
struggling with serious, and now dis-
abling, Crohn’s disease, a condition 
which inflames and sometimes destroys 
portions of the colon. He and Julie lost 
their beloved 14-year-old son, Ian, eight 
years ago from a rare and fast-moving 
cancer. Before and after this tragic loss, 
Bob underwent five bowel surgeries. He 
is now unable to eat as he can no longer 
absorb the nutrients from food.

Most of us are fortunate to take our 
daily meals for granted, and can espe-
cially look forward to scrumptious holi-
day feasts. It’s difficult to even imagine 
not being able to eat anything … ever! 
There was no Thanksgiving feast for 
Bob. There will be no Christmas dinner, 
no New Year’s repast, no birthday cakes. 

Bob is being kept alive by a daily 
12-hour infusion of fluid containing 
nutrients and medications through 
a port in his chest. This mixture is 
extremely costly as are the multiple 
other medications and treatments 
which he needs. His illness manifests 
in severe fatigue, balance and memory 
deficits, periods of confusion and severe 
abdominal pain. These symptoms are 
only part of many complications, and 
often there are complications to the 

complications. The Hanhausers have 
insurance, but no amount of insur-
ance or social security can cover the 
astronomical out-of-pocket costs of his 
ever-changing illness. In addition, Bob 
is no longer able to work or drive.

The Hanhausers have always been 
givers and, until Bob became so ill, had 
organized annual walks in Ian’s memory 
and donated the proceeds to animal 
rescue groups or cancer research. They 
continue sharing their love and sup-
port with Alyson’s and Ian’s friends 
and, amazingly, still volunteer to assist 
friends in numerous ways when time 
and energy permit. 

The role of being in need them-
selves is new and difficult for them. Julie 
is a Cleveland Clinic nurse and works 
many extra shifts, but her salary can not 
cover their ever escalating expenses. 
Therefore, a fundraiser has been started 
in an attempt to alleviate at least some 
of the financial stress they are facing. 

Anyone wishing to help may do 
so through checks made out to Julia 
Hanhauser at any Key Bank or by visit-
ing GiveForward.com and searching for 
“Hanhauser.” As we all celebrate this 
joyous season of giving and the hopes 
that every New Year brings, may those 
who are able, share one more blessing 
by Giving Forward. 

A family of givers in need

Julie, Bob and Alyson Hanhauser
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Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Westside’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com
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My Personal Trainer
AFTER

Kim G. Lost 
70 Pounds With Our Help

BEFORE

PERSONAL
O N E  O N  O N E

T R A I N E R■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

“My”
®

Call Today to Start Changing YOUR Body ... Tomorrow!

BROADVIEW HTS.
440.838.8400

7985 Broadview Rd.
(Next to Marc’s)

BEREA
440.234.3075

381 West Bagley Rd.
(Adjacent to Marc’s - In the Plaza)

WESTLAKE
440.808.0000

25959 Detroit Rd.
(Kleinhenz Jewelers Plaza))

Lose 10, 25, 50 or MORE POUNDS of 
UNATTRACTIVE, UNHEALTHY BODY FAT
Plus Reshape Your Entire Body... FAST!

It’s just the Most Unbelievable Thing Ever. Just 15 MINUTES TWICE A WEEK. 
Anybody Can Do This, There’s No Excuse!

•  Backed by 35 Years of Professional Experience  Helping Over 
1.5 Million MEN & WOMEN

•  Up to 5 TIMES FASTER RESULTS! (You’ll be amazed)

•  Certified Male & Female Trainers
•  PRIVATE, Small, Attractive, Non-Intimidating Studios
•  Very Professional & Friendly
•  State-Of-The-Art Equipment
•  Diet & Nutritional Guidance with an optional MEAL 
 REPLACEMENT PROGRAM

FEATURING

BEFORE Becoming 
an MPT Client

AFTER Becoming 
an MPT Client

AFTER Becoming 
an MPT Client

BEFORE Becoming 
an MPT Client

www.slimdowncleveland.com

Toward Individual Traning
Expires 5/30/14

Must present coupon cash. Cash cannot be combined.
Not valid with any other discounts.

Toward Any Couples Program
Expires 5/30/14

Must present coupon cash. Cash cannot be combined.
Not valid with any other discounts.

No one can beat our prices for One-on-One Personal Training!

MORE POUNDS of MORE POUNDS of MORE POUNDS of MORE POUNDS of MORE POUNDS of MORE POUNDS of MORE POUNDS of MORE POUNDS of MORE POUNDS of MORE POUNDS of MORE POUNDS of FEATURING

NEW Westlake Location Grand Opening!

My Personal Trainer-Half v2.indd   1 4/21/14   4:33 PM

You Don’t Need to Spend Hours a Week Exercising.  
With our Twice a Week, 20 Minute Program, you’ll see  

Measurable Results FAST….

•  Helping our Neighbors achieve 
optimal health

•  Voted Best & Fastest growing 
form of excersice for 2014

•  Up to 5 times Faster 
resUlts (You’ll be amazed!)

•  affordable monthly rates - $14 
per session

•  Private (by appointment only), 
small, clean, non-intimidating 
studios

•  includes diet & nutritional 
guidance

•  measurable results and 
personal accountability

ExcluSivE HoliDaY Program!
Get started for just $99 a month for one-

on-one personal training. 
 INCLUDES:
	 •	8	sessions	per	month
	 •	Nutrition	and	weight	loss	help	each	session
	 •	Quarterly	body	composition	testing
	 •	Unlimited	freeze	time

Terms and conditions apply, call for more details.
Expires 1/22/15

BroaDviEW HTS.
440.838.8400

7985 Broadview Rd.
(Next to Marc’s) 

mptbroadview@gmail.com

WESTlaKE
440.808.0000
25959 Detroit Rd.

(Kleinhenz Jewelers Plaza)
westlakempt@gmail.com

BErEa
440.234.3075

381 West Bagley Rd.
(In the Marc’s Plaza)

lose Fat, Build Strength and get Fit!
Don’t gain another pound, get started today!

Evidence-Based, Gym-tested, High Intensity Interval 
Training IS the Most Efficient and Safest Way...

NO ONE CAN BEAT OUR 
Results for Affordable 
PERSONAL TRAINING

BF-00335533

PLEASE PROOFREAD.
 WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2014 WBVO

Luxury Town Cars
& SUVs at Taxi Prices
For All Your Transportation Needs

“We deliver people”

Email: JimsLiveryServiceLLC@gmail.com
Go to: JimsTaxiLimo.com

Call JLS 216-390-5610

620 Dover 
Center Rd.

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-6 pm. Closed Sun.

440-871-0899

Jim Sgro’s 
Village Barber 

Shop

Advertise in the 
Observer. 

It’s more than an ad ... 
it’s civic support!

Contact Laura for ad details, 
440-477-3556

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

We all feel the same commitment to 
care for our families. Helping you meet 
your insurance needs is part of my 
commitment to you.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is 
there.® CALL ME TODAY.

0907504.1

Family is why 
we do it all.

Brad Larson, Agent
654 Dover Center Road
Bay Village, OH  44140
Bus: 440-835-1969
brad@bradlarsoninsurance.com

Wednesday, Dec. 10, 6:30-8 p.m.
Green Cleaning Workshop
Replace toxic cleaning and landscaping 
products with safe alternatives you can make 
from everyday household ingredients. Protect 
yourself, your family, your pets, and our local 
watersheds from harmful chemicals! For $10, 
attendees can make two green cleaners to 
take home. Registration required; contact Amy 
Roskilly at 216-524‐6580, ext. 22, or aroskilly@
cuyahogaswcd.org. 
Lake Erie Nature and Science Center, 28728 Wolf Rd., 
Bay Village

Wednesday, Dec. 10, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Technology Q&A Session
Join Northeast Ohio Personal Computers group 
(NEOPC) for “Q&A” with Lee Gerber, Dennis Lewis 
and Tom Jones. Everyone is welcome to bring 
questions and topics of interest to all. This is a 
workshop session covering the following: basic 
computer fundamentals for Microsoft Windows XP, 
Vista, 7, 8.0, and 8.1; maintenance: e.g., C Cleaner 
and Malwarebytes; software: Microsoft Word, 
Excel, and open source software alternatives; 
wireless: Wi-Fi devices, streaming TV, movies, 
music and more; tablets and smartphones; 
NEOPC website iShopper for gift ideas, including 
webcams, and how to use the forum. 
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Thursday, Dec. 11, 9 a.m.-noon
Taste of Home Christmas Cookie Walk
Cookies will be sold at $8 per pound. Make your 
selections, then relax and enjoy Christmas music 
and free coffee or tea after you shop. There is 
plenty of free parking. The facility is handicapped 
accessible. For more information, contact 
Janice Snyder at 440-847-1031 or jsnyder@
concordreserve.org.
Lutheran Home at Concord Reserve, 2116 Dover 
Center Rd., Westlake

Thursday, Dec. 11, 7-9 p.m.
Ladies Night Out: BAYarts Trunk Show
Join us for a night of holiday, fun and friends. 
Featuring: Images in Bloom, Lori Paximadis 

Jewelry, Freckle Face Jewelry, Local Goat Lotions, 
Vintage Novella, Girls Give Back/Lake Girl, Eva 
Sherman & Beth Martin.
BAYarts, 28795 Lake Rd., Bay Village

Saturday, Dec. 13, 10 a.m.-noon
Holiday Fun Day with Santa
Bay residents only are invited to visit with Santa, 
decorate cookies and enjoy other fun crafts. 
Community Gym at Bay Middle School (use west 
entrance doors), 27725 Wolf Rd.

Saturday, Dec. 13, 2 p.m.
How to Form an Emotional Connection With a 
Child Who Has Social Delays 
While some people relish time together, those 
who have a child or relative with special needs 
may need a little extra coaching on the best 
ways to form an emotional connection. Join 
Meghan Barlow, Ph.D., for this interactive 
presentation aimed at those parents and relatives 
of elementary-aged children who have a social 
delay. Dr. Barlow will discuss causes and give 
specific ideas about how better to relate to your 
loved one. To register for the program and free 
child care, email info@connectingforkids.org.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Saturday, Dec. 13, 7-9:30 p.m.
West Shore Film Series: “Citizen Koch”
Come see the film PBS decided not to show! The 
Supreme Court’s Citizens United decision in 2010 
lifted a century-long ban on restricted corporate 
election spending, unleashing a new era of 
unbridled special-interest campaign finance. 
Citizen Koch probes behind the headlines to 
penetrate one of the core issues of our time: Who 
really has the power in America – private donors 
or the voting public? 
West Shore Unitarian Universalist Church, 20401 
Hilliard Blvd., Rocky River

Sunday, Dec. 14, 2-5 p.m.
Youth Challenge Holiday Show and Volunteer 
Recognition
The Holiday Show is presented by the volunteer 
and participant cast members from the YC Dance 

and Drama program. A short program follows 
to recognize the year’s top teen volunteers who 
gave more than 9,000 hours of service to the 
Youth Challenge participants and mission. YC Gift 
Shop and Christmas Cake Bake Raffle open at 2 
p.m., Holiday Show begins at 3 p.m.  
Magnificat High School Performing Arts Center, 
20770 Hilliard Blvd., Rocky River

Sunday, Dec. 14, 6:30 p.m.
Worldwide Candle Lighting
Join with a caring community to remember 
children, grandchildren and siblings in a special 
gathering, which includes music, inspirational 
readings and messages of hope. At 7 p.m., we will 
light candles to join the circle of light as it passes 
through each time zone encircling the globe to 
honor the memory of children who were the light 
of so many lives. The event is free and open to all 
regardless of faith or no faith background.
Westlake United Methodist Church, 27650 Center 
Ridge Rd.

Monday, Dec. 15, 1-3:15 p.m.
Look Good…Feel Better for Those Touched 
by Cancer
Women undergoing cancer treatment learn wig 
and skin care techniques to cope with appearance-
related side effects. Advance registration required, 
call 1-800-227-2345. 
The Gathering Place, 800 Sharon Dr., Westlake

Monday, Dec. 15, 7 p.m.
Rocky River Community Chorus Christmas 
Concert
The chorus, featuring 70 singers from 16 area 
cities, present their free Christmas Concert. The 
Rocky River Community Band follows with a 
selection of holiday music. Reception follows.
Rocky River Senior Center Auditorium, 21014 Hilliard 
Blvd.

Wednesday, Dec. 17, 7:30 p.m.
Bay Village Community Band Yuletide 
Celebration
Come enjoy the songs of the Christmas season 
in a family-friendly atmosphere! This free concert 

will feature the classics and our annual audience 
sing-a-long. 
Bay Middle School, 27725 Wolf Rd.

Friday, Dec. 19, and Saturday, Dec. 20, 6:30-
8:30 p.m.
Journey to Bethlehem Live Nativity
Free live Nativity walk-through with live animals 
and refreshments. Take the interactive trip featuring 
live animals, uplifting music, refreshments and 
more! Dress for the weather. 15-minute tours visit 
King Herod, shepherds, angels, Magi and the Baby 
Jesus, the real reason for the season.
Church of the Redeemer, 23500 Center Ridge Rd., 
Westlake

Monday, Dec. 22, 5:30-6:15 p.m.
Guided Meditation for Those Touched by 
Cancer
Relax, learn new coping skills and practice 
mindfulness meditation techniques in a group 
setting every Monday. Call 216-595-9546 or visit 
www.touchedbycancer.org for more information.
The Gathering Place, 800 Sharon Dr., Westlake

Sunday, Jan. 4, 3-4 p.m.
From Here to Epiphany: A Concert 
This program celebrating the 12 Days of Christmas 
will include songs of the season and a hymn 
sing-a-long. Featuring local musicians Jeff Sawders 
(organist), Michael Parry (vocalist) and Jonathan 
Snyder (oboist). A cookie reception will follow. For 
more information call Janice Snyder, 440-847-1031.
Lutheran Home at Concord Reserve Chapel, 2116 
Dover Center Rd., Westlake
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